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| NT. PARENTS' KITCHEN -- N GHT

Mom st ands at the counter, |ooking up at the cupboard doors.
She opens one, |ooks around inside, noves a couple itens and
cl oses the door. She noves to the next door.

In sleeping pants and a threadbare Culture Club t-shirt Leo
stunbles into the room He rubs his eyes for a second, before
focusing on his nother. Mom has her head in a cupboard,
unawar e of Leo's presence.

LEO
Hey, Mom
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Mom j erks her head out of the cupboard. She closes the door
wi th an obviously forced nonchal ance.

MOM
| didn't hear you get up. Everything
xX?
Mom wal ks over to a coffee nug on the counter. Leo slides
onto a barstool. He smles sheepishly.
LEO

Yeah. Not used to going to bed this
early. \What cha doi ng?

MOM
Just ... well ... Your dad wanted a
cup of tea.

LEO
[t's what ... 10:30? Wn't that

keep hi m up?

MOM
Decaf .

Mom sits on a stool opposite her son.

LEO
What' s Dad doi ng?

MOM
There's one of those awful war npvi es
on. Q@uns, fighting ...

LEO
He | oves his history channel.

Mom fiddles with the nug, and Leo watches her for a nonent.

MOM
It's a Vietnam npvi e.
LEO
Yeah.
MOM
All night |1've been trying to
r emenber.

She sits, looking at the enpty nmug, turning it absently in
her hands.

MOM ( CONT' D)
He has such a fascination with those
war novies. Has he ever told you
about it?
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LEO
About the novies? Yeah, we' ve watched
sonme toget her

MOM
No, about what he was doing during
t he war.

LEO

Alittle. Not nuch.

MOM
| wonder what he was doing then. He
has such a fascination

LEO
What he was doi ng? During Vietnan?

MOM
Ch, he's interested in Wrld War 2
and the Revol ution, but he gets so
i ntense about that one. It nust
have been awful. | can't inmagine
what he went through. You haven't
ever tal ked to himabout it?

LEO
About the war? Not really. But

MOM
| just don't want himto think that
| don't appreciate whatever it was
that he had to do. What if he had
to kill soneone...

They sit in silence, both |ooking at the coffee nug in Mom s
hands. Leo gets up, and begi ns | ooking through the cabinets.
He eventually finds the tea in a cabinet across the kitchen
from where Mom was | ooking earlier.

LEO
Let nme take that, Mm

Gently, he slides the mug out of his nother's hands. Mm
wat ches himwalk to the sink, fill the nug with water, put
it inthe mcrowave and start heating it up. Leo wal ks back
over to his Mother. He opens the tea bag while they talKk.

LEO ( CONT' D)
You know, Dad wasn't in the war,
Mom

She | ooks up, surprised.
LEO ( CONT' D)

There were a coupl e reasons.
( MORE)



LEO ( CONT' D)
He was in college, so that got him
out. Plus, you were pregnant with
Lynn.

A bl ank | ook crosses Momis face for a second.
settl e back on her now enpty hands.

LEO ( CONT' D)
[t's OK, Mm

The m crowave beeps.
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Then her eyes
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