My Experience at NKU


For the past two weeks I have spent my time at NKU learning, experiencing, and preparing myself for the future.  In doing this, I have worked with 10 other students and 4 teachers made maps, learned about the environment, and watched as various speakers give their opinions and show how strongly they feel about what’s going on around us.


Environmental Justice is one of the issues brought up while experiencing this program.  Environmental Justice is putting right, to what is wrong in our environment.  Making sure that everyone gets an equal amount of clean land and air as the next person.  Of course not all the issues of Environmental justice are brought to attention.  However, when they are, many people are violent and angry and do not attend to this problem in the right manner, they only make things worse.  If something is wrong with an environment, one should think before they act, what would really help in this situation?  Less fortunate and undereducated people seem to think that they don’t have a voice, but they do.  Anyone can go and form a petition, or go to the courthouse and file a complaint, or even take it into legal matters.  Anger and frustration is ok to have, but to express it in violence or ways that may hurt others is not the way to go.  If you’re willing to petition, then you must also be willing to help come up with a solution.  You must also think about other environments that are suffering.


I have found that there are many different careers in Environmental Science.  Botany, Zoology, Engineers, Geologists, Chemists...these are all jobs that are related with environmental science.  Each one plays an important part with how we work with the environment and perhaps someday I’ll be a part of this society of scientists.


Brownfields is another topic we tapped into during our study.  Brownfields are defined as underutilized pieces of land that could be put into use.  There are approximately 14 of these sites in Covington, if not more.  For example, the Donaldson Site: this was one of the 4 places we visited.  This old building has many chemicals and is dangerous because it is slowly deteriorating.  And to make matters worse, it has a residential area right across the street.  There is another site we visited that is near by, right on campus.  It is currently leaking gas and plants have been planted to soak it up, AKA phytoremediation.  In many of these cases chemicals are leaking into the nearby lakes, streams, and rivers, so it may affect many people in the long run.


    Along with our research, we got to make web pages.  Learning the process of how to create them was frustrating, but fun in the end.  I think that the web page and the work on the computer was the best part of the program.  We got to put our research and thoughts on the page, and we had fun and got to mess around with it at the same time, the pictures were the best part of the web page.  I’m sure I’ll be working on that page in the future.  


Geographic Information Systems were used quite frequently throughout these past two weeks.  GIS is basically a locator of latitude and longitude.  It helped to locate spots of Covington so we could make a map on Arc View.  Very useful for censuses or polls around the U.S.  In our case, it helped to locate brownfields, lakes, sites, and streets in our area.  


Basically I liked everything in this workshop.  I had a lot of fun working with everyone here, and if this were offered again, I would probably ask if I could come back.  I liked learning and experiencing what I did throughout this time, it was very useful to the profession I plan on taking in the future.  It was even better that all the participants weren’t just here for the money.  If you wanted to improve the workshop, I would say you should spend less time with speakers, and more time on the computers, because I really didn’t get to finish the rest of my web page.  Maybe get speakers that have experience in all many different areas.


In conclusion, I would like to state that this workshop was really worth my time and I’m glad I was accepted to do this because I really learned a lot.  I would like to also say thanks to everyone involved for giving us this opportunity.  I hope this opportunity is open for kids next year. Also, it would be a good learning experience and perhaps even change their point of view as much as it changed mine.  

