                                                             Northern Kentucky University Summer

                                                                Experience for Young Scientist 

     This summer I spent the first to weeks at NKU. During this time at NKU we talked a lot about environmental problems and what we could do to solve these problems. Some of the main topics we touched on were environmental justice, careers in Environmental Science, Brown fields, and we even did work on how to develop web pages.

    One of the main topics during these two weeks is Environmental Justice, and how to address and resolve these problems. Environmental Justice is making sure no one group has an unfair share of pollution, or stopping one area from being overwhelmed with pollution. For us to get a better feel on Environmental Justice we had a guest speaker Marti Sinclair come in and talk about it. Mrs. Sinclair told us that the worst thing a community could do is just sit around as if they’re helpless and watch everything happen. She said that if you strongly are in disfavor of what is happening to your community, then be assertive and don’t give into the companies.

          The next thing we talked about was Environmental Science. Environmental Science is the building upon ecology that strives to comprehend the nature and extent of human influences on natural systems. This particular area of profession has many jobs within; some of these jobs are Chemical Engineer, Zoologist, Civil Engineer, Earth Scientist, and Hydrologist. Since I have been here I have learned that we as humans are the major agent of change. In fact, it is because of us that our rain forest is being destroyed. The truth is from the 1500’s until about 1990, we lost 90% of our tropical rain forest, and 10% of our coffee and banana plantations have been effected also.

        One of the largest studies we did here was on Brownfield’s. The focus on our Brownfield was right here in Northern Kentucky, heck it is only 5 minutes from the NKU campus and that is Covington. Brownfield’s are contaminated, vacant, and unutilized properties. I honestly never knew we had brown fields in Covington. One of the things that we were told is that some of these Brownfields can actually be saved. These are the locations of some of these Brownfields, Donaldson sign 2113 Donaldson Ave., 3rd and Greenup, 5th and Johnson, 4th and Main, 1020 Prospect St. To talk to us a little about Brownfields we had guest Scott Fennell, and Sean Daughtery. Mr. Fennel talked a lot about permitted and non-permitted pollution discharges. Mr. Daughtery talked about the slopes of Brownfields, he said the up slope of a field has different attributes than a down slope. 

         These past two weeks we have spent a lot of time on the computer and learning about web pages. Most of our lessons came from one of the hosts; his name is Dr. Andy Long. The first thing he went over was vocabulary. Here are the vocabulary was we learned.

· WWW- world wide web

· HTML-hyper text markup language (language of the web)

· URL- uniform resource locator 

· Browser- viewer for internet content

· TAG- marks text for a particular purpose

· FTP-file transport protocol

· CHMOD- changes permission

We also went over some of the tags too, here are just a few of them.

· Bold - <b> </b>

· Italics- <I> </I>

· Unordered list- <ul> <li>, </ul> </li>

· Link to email- < a href= document> </A>

· Add image- < img src=file .jpg>

This is a lot of the stuff we discussed on web- pages.

      Geographic Information Systems is being used in Environmental Science today. Geographic Information System helps us with the ability to ask questions and get answers. You use GIS in environmental science to get acquainted with the area. GIS can also be used with mapping, which allows you to locate certain places on the map. 

      Things I liked about the workshop were, one that it wasn’t just about a certain topic, it was about multiple topics. I also like getting to be on the college campus so I could get a feel of what it is like in college. This helps for when I decide which college to go to.  I liked how most of the things we did involved teamwork and being able to work with others, because if I did have to do a lot of this stuff by myself, then I probably would have been lost. 

       In conclusion I would like to say thank you everyone who was involved in this workshop. I hope that you keep this program around for a while because it was a success. I couldn’t have asked for a better two weeks of summer. I hope this helps me in the future and that each and everyone of the faculty remember me. I actually feel like I have learned something and I now know how big of a role I play in our environment. Learning about Brownfields was one of the most important subjects that was taught here, I didn’t even know what a Brownfield was until I got here, and being here helped me realize how computer illiterate I am. Thanks again for having me.

                                                                      Dipper Golsby 

