




SEYS workshop


“Knowledge is of two kinds. We can know a subject ourselves, or we know where we can find information upon it” -Samuel Johnson. This quote can be used to describe my experience through the SEYS program. I came to this program with the knowledge I had in the past and as I went through this program I began to learn and my view on Environmental Justice began to change. I know where to look for information, I know how the GIS can help solve a problem, and I began to learn that environmental justice can have more than one definition.


The first question you have asked me was “ How can Environmental Justice issues be addressed and resolved?” I feel these issues can be addressed in many different ways. You can turn your head and pretend you don’t know or don’t care, or you can get involved and help change the world around you.  For example, one of our guest speakers Marti Sinclair, she didn’t just turn her head.  She fought back with everything she had and helped save her community from being harassed with the toxic air coming from the cement plant.  There are numerous ways to address and resolve an environmental justice issue and I have realized that you just can’t pretend you can’t see it.


The second question you asked me was “Careers in Environmental Science-What have you discovered?” There are countless careers in the environmental science field.  There is civil engineering, zoology, chemical engineering, geographer, chemistry, biology and a great deal more. The one thing that I will walk away with about jobs in environmental science is, that I want to look into a job at the EPA, something that may has not crossed my mind if I wasn’t introduced to it through this program.


“Brownfields in Covington-What did you learn?”  Brownfields are contaminated property that has been abandoned. I learned that there are 14 brownfields in just the city of Covington. They can range from horrific views to pleasant fields that have danger lurking in the soil. I have also learned that some of these brownfields are hitting close to home. It angers me to know that dangerous chemicals are hiding beneath the soil my nephew plays in. I learned that I can do something about it, I can voice my judgment on what I think the city should do and I plan on doing something about it.  Again, something I would have by no means, known if I didn’t learn it through this program.


“Web pages and organization-summary” I’ve been educated about making web pages and organizing maps in order to learn more about the world and town I exist in.  In order to generate our web pages we had to become skilled at the HTML. We had to use the arcview program to construct our maps. I had a great deal of enjoyment doing both. I liked being able to create a webpage that I can call my own and being able to take my maps home and sharing the knowledge I’ve erudite with my family.


“How can geographic information system be used in Environmental science?”  The GIS is used to inquiry and evaluate the data you have collected.  For example in class we did an exercise called the Pretend Polluter. We used a buffer to know what people to alert if there was an accident. We also learned that the Yellowstone National Park uses the GIS to know what people in the surrounding area to warn in case a wolf was to meander off the park property.


“What did you like about the workshop and how could we improve the workshop?” I loved everything about this workshop. There wasn’t anything that I ostracized.  Going out to the fields on a really hot day wasn’t the most enjoyable experience, but I still learned plenty that day.  I’ve learned and experienced many things in this program and I would never want to alter the fact that I came here.  It really has been a realization to the world around me and most important to my neighborhood problems.


Now at the end of my paper, I feel poignant. Reflecting upon this workshop has made me realize how much knowledge is out there, how much influence I really have in our changing world, and how you can’t just turn you head away from a predicament. I would like to express thanks to Dr.Long, Dr. Wheeler, Susan and Clarre. This workshop has given me a lot of insight and knowledge to take with me and use in the future.

“Nam et ispa scientia potestas est.”(Knowledge itself is power)- Francis Bacon. 
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