Advent 2 a (Matthew 3:1-12 nrsv)

Vv¦cccccccvvbhcb fcv hcvbxgchcb h.cc[v bhcvb hcvhcbhcv b hcf,cv}cchchchcxhcvb fcch.cv b b}bvö
= The Holy Gospel of our Lord Je-sus Christ

ac-cord-ing to Matt-hew. + Glo-ry to you, Lord Christ.

V¦cccccccccccccccccccccccccccvb[v b fcv bxhcvbgv b¨cvb gcvxhcb[ö
V¦cccccccccccccchcbxf,cv]cvb¦ccccccccccccccccccccvö
Vvvbhcvbhch.c[bcb ¦cccccccccccccccccc[cb fcvbxhcvbgcv gcbgcgcxh.cvb[ö
Vvvhcv hcv bhccvbxf,ccv[c¦cccccccccccccccccccccccccccvbö
Vbbhcvbh.cb[b ¦cccccccccccccccxhcf,v ]vb ¦ccccccccccccccvb hcfv ö
Vbb xhcbgcvbgcvgcgcvbxgchch.c[b ¦cccccccccccvvbxhcbf,c]cvbhcvb hccfcvb xhcv gv b õ
Vvgcgcvbgcgcbgcgcbxgch.c[cbhcvbhcvhcchcbxf,c]c¦ccccccccccccchcvfv b bö
Vvhcbgcvbgcvbgcv bgcb gcvbgcvgcb¨cbgcvbxgchcvh.cb[cvb hcchcv bhcxhcf,c]cgccvgccvgv õ
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, pro-claim-ing, 2 “Re-pent,

for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke

when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Pre-pare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.’” 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around

his waist, and his food was locusts and wild hon-ey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Ju -

de - a were go-ing out to him, and all the region along the Jor-dan, 6 and they were bap-tized

by him in the riv-er Jor-dan, con-fes-sing their sins. 7 But when he saw many Phari-sees and

Sad-du-cees com-ing for bap-tism, he said to them, “You brood of vi-pers! Who warned you
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Vvgcgcvbgcv bgccbbfcbgcv GY.,cv]v b¦ccccccccvbhcvb xhcbf,cvb]v b¦ccccccccccbbö
Vvbhcv h.cvb[cvhcvbfcv xhcgcvgcvgcbgcbxgchch.c[bvb¦ccccvvb[vb¦cccccccccccvvbö
V¦cccccccccvvbxhcfcf,cb]cvhchcvbhcvbfcbxhcbgcgcgcgcgcvbgcvbgcbgcvbxh.c[cbhv ö
Vbb¦cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccchcbxf,cv]cbhcbhv ö
Vbbhcvbhcv fcvb xhcgcb gcgcbxgcvh.cvb[v bhcvhcv bhcbfcvxhcv bgcvb gcgcvgcbgv vgcbgcvbgcvxgchvbö
Vbbh.c[b¦ccccccccccccvbxhcbf,cb]v¦cccccccccccccccccvbhcxf,c]v bö
Vvfcvbxhcvbgcvbgcv gcbgcgcgcbxh.cv[v¦cccccccccccccccvbhcv fcvb xhcvgcb gv b õ
Vcgcvgcgcbgcvbxgchch.c[b¦cccccccccbxFY,.c[cgcvbgccbgcv bgcvgcbxGY,.vc}vbö
Vcvbhcvb bhcvbhcbhcb hcbxf,cvb ]ccchcvhcvb xhcvb fccbbxh.ccbb}
to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of re-pent-ance. 9 Do not presume to say to

your-selves, ‘We have Ab-ra-ham as our an-ces-tor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones

to raise up children to Ab-ra-ham. 10 E-ven now the ax is ly-ing at the root of the trees; ev -

’ry tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I bap -

tize you with wa-ter for re-pent-ance, but one who is more pow-er-ful than I is com-ing af-ter

me; I am not worthy to carry his san-dals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12

His win-now-ing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gath-er his

wheat in-to the gra-na-ry; but the chaff he will burn with un-quench-a - ble fire.”

= The Gos-pel of the Lord. + Praise to you, Lord Christ.

