
Program Technical Standards (adapted from Midwestern University Nurse Anesthesia Program (2016) 

with permission) 

A candidate for the NKU NAP must have abilities and skills in five areas: I) observation; II) 

communication; III) motor; IV) intellectual, conceptual, integrative, and quantitative; and V) behavioral 

and social.  

I. Observation: The candidate must be able to accurately make observations at a distance and close at 

hand. Observation necessitates the functional use of the sense of vision and somatic sensation and is 

enhanced by the functional use of all of the other senses.  

II. Communication: The candidate must be able to communicate effectively, efficiently and sensitively in 

both oral and written form and be able to perceive nonverbal communication.  

III. Motor: Candidates must be able to coordinate both gross and fine muscular movements, maintain 

equilibrium and have functional use of the senses of touch and vision. The candidate must possess 

sufficient postural control, neuromuscular control and eye-to-hand coordination to perform profession-

specific skills and tasks.  

IV. Intellectual, Conceptual, Integrative and Quantitative Abilities: The candidate must be able to 

problem solve, measure, calculate, reason, analyze, record and synthesize large amounts of information 

in a timely manner. The candidate must be able to comprehend three-dimensional relationships and 

understand spatial relationships.  

V. Behavioral and Social Attributes: The candidate must possess the emotional health required for full 

utilization of his/her intellectual abilities, the exercise of good judgment and the consistent, prompt 

completion of all responsibilities and the development of mature, sensitive and effective relationships. 

Candidates must be able to tolerate physically, mentally and emotionally taxing workloads and to 

function effectively under stress. The candidate must be able to adapt to changing environments, to 

display flexibility, and to learn to function in the face of uncertainties. Compassion, integrity, concern for 

others, effective interpersonal skills, willingness and ability to function as an effective team player, 

interest and motivation to learn are all personal qualities required during the educational process. 

NOTE:  Reasonable accommodation will be considered and may be made to qualified students who 

disclose a disability, so long as such accommodation does not significantly alter the essential 

requirements of the curriculum and the training program, or significantly affect the safety of patient 

care. Students who disclose a disability are considered for the program if they are otherwise 

qualified.  Qualified students with a disability who wish to request accommodation should provide 

appropriate documentation of disability and submit a request for accommodation to the NKU Disability 

Programs and Services:  Student Union, Suite 303 Phone: 859/572-5401 Fax: 859/572-5874 Website: 

https://disability.nku.edu/   Email: disability@nku.edu.  
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