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Course Description:

This seminar course examines the Underground Railroad locally from an anthropological perspective.  We consider the self pursuit of freedom by enslaved Africans, particularly the experiences of enslaved women, who escaped bondage by crossing the Ohio River boundary separating slave and free states, known as the Ohio- Kentucky Borderlands.  We will focus primarily on the perspectives of enslaved persons themselves, but will also explore the involvement of abolitionists of diverse backgrounds on the UGRR.  During the semester, we will engage in fieldtrips, and utilize both ethnographic and primary research methods.  As members of the class, you will continue work begun by previous students in the course aimed at educating the local community on slavery, resistance and escape.  

Despite considerable scholarly and public interest in identifying sites, events and persons associated with these escapes, various aspects of the UGRR movement remain to be studied.  In particular, distinctions of the fugitives based on age, sex, skin color and parental status require closer study.  For example, what were women’s motivations for running away? What roles did women play in the escape process? Did women and children who were sexually vulnerable to rapacious slave holders have any options?  Using anthropological and historical research methods, we will attempt to resolve these questions, especially the meanings that African Americans themselves attached to their resistance to enslavement.  

Course Objectives & Methodologies:
· Understand how fact and myth pertaining to slavery and anti-slavery, including the UGRR shapes perspectives on local history and culture today  

· Examine the routes, relationships and worldviews of those involved in the escape process, especially those of African Americans using both ethnographic and historical approaches and fieldtrips
· Analyze race relations, racial identities and ideas of freedom in both contemporary and pre-Civil war contexts
· Examine the roles of “friends of the fugitive” including free blacks, poor and landowning whites and Native Americans
Course Themes and Questions 

· Our research focus: Unresolved questions pertaining to the Margaret Garner (“Beloved”) story to consider the following:

1) Cultural History: the Big Picture
Whose perspective on slavery should we take when studying slavery and resistance to slavery?

Was there a culture of the enslaved; of the enslavers?

What role did religion play in supporting the communities of the enslaved & enslavers?

Who were the runaways?  Did they differ according to age, gender, occupation on plantations were they were enslaved?

Who helped them?  To what extent did runaways require assistance in making their escape attempts?

What was the role of the free Black community with respect to the runaways?
2) Diverse Experiences in the System of Oppression
Did women and men experience the system of slavery differently according to their age, gender, and race?  
In what ways were enslaved women particularly vulnerable?
How did racial ideologies change over time?

In what ways did racialized slavery shape our thinking about racial identities today? 
Is there evidence that racialized slavery has had an impact on communities in the Ohio/Kentucky Borderlands?
What legal means supported slavery?

To what extent was a person “free” if h/s visited a free state then returned to a slave state?

3) Resistance

Besides running away, how did enslaved people resist slavery?  How did free people resist slavery? What were the legal and extralegal means to becoming a free person?
4) Impacts on Public Memory Locally
Who has a “right” to tell the Margaret Garner story?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of having multiple versions or perspectives of the story?

What role can you play in restoring the history of marginalized peoples to the public memory record?
Grading and Assessment:

Participation and attendance are essential for your success in this course. In order to participate fully, you should keep up with the reading assignments, make notes on questions or ideas that are of interest to you and bring these to class.  As a class, we will be conducting historical research within the local community that may affect future classes and your neighbors in the area well.  Therefore, consider yourselves as providing a community service.  However, you will be assessed individually and your progress over the semester will be reflected in your grade accordingly.  You will be asked to write reactions to the class readings, videos and field trips in a series of short papers and in-class quizzes. Your final essay should include a written assessment of what you personally derived from this course. 

Breakdown

Essays

Quizzes

Out of Class Assignments

· Participate in field trips and independent out-of-class assignments  
Assignments are expected to be turned in on time unless you have a legitimate excuse such as a note from your doctor. 

Evaluation will be based on participation (10%); final report or project, including outline and presentation (50%); short, reaction papers, and quizzes (20%); and two out of class assignments (20%).   The breakdown is as follows:

Participation (attendance, preparation and contributions in class)           10% 

Short essay #1 Reactions to Parker book                      due 25 Jan                5 %


         #2 Reaction Paper                                       due 15 Feb                5%

                     #3 Reactions to visit to Maplewood         due 1 Mar                 5%

         #4     “ to visit to the Freedom Center      due 29 Mar              10%

         #5   Quizzes                                                                                      5%
Ethnography of My Family Exercise                             due 15 Mar              10% 

Research Topic & Outline (Midterm)                            due 22 Mar                5%

Research Project Presentation (Final Oral)                   12, 19, 26 Apr          10%

Final Essay/Report/Project                                           due 27 Apr               35%









     Total   100%
Every writing assignment: Reaction Papers, Ethnography Paper and Final Essay must be taken to the Writing Center.
Possible Research Topics for Your Final Project

Document an Underground Railroad site, place, individual, or event using primary documents including court and census records, deeds, maps, newspaper accounts and oral history interviews to study local history.  For example, you can “prove” the existence of Margaret Garner using the documents mentioned.

Expand your “Ethnography of My Family Paper” (from 5 pgs to 10-12pgs) by analyzing your family story with regard to the broad themes and questions raised above. In other words place your family story in a broader context dealing with race relations in Cincinnati/N. Kentucky.  You will also incorporate more that one family member in oral history interviews.

Analyze the Margaret Garner story from various perspectives and draw your own conclusions re: whether the infanticide was an act of maternal heroism, an indictment of the brutal system of slavery, revenge or something else.  

Analyze the painting “Modern Medea” (on display at the Freedom Center) from a cultural and historical perspective (another application of the questions raised in the section on course themes above).
Plagiarism/ Cheating:
Submitting someone else’s work as your own without the proper citation in a written assignment (plagiarism) or lifting someone’s else’s ideas in a closed-book exam (cheating) will result in loss of credit for that item.  You are also subject to the rules and policies of NKU’s Honor Code which can be found on the University’s web site.   The last date to drop this course is 29 Jan 05.

The last date to withdraw from this course with a grade of “W” is 28 Mar 05.
You will be given instructions for subscribing to a List Serve (or Blackboard) for the class.  The List Serve to post current on assignments, instructions, directions for field visits, and to communicate with your classmates on group projects.  

Required Texts and Selected Readings:

Parker, John P.  1996  His Promised Land: The Autobiography of John P. Parker,  
Former Slave, and Conductor on the Underground Railroad.  Stuart Seely 
Sprague, ed.  New York: W.W. Norton and Company.
Hudson, J. Blaine 2002  Fugitive Slaves and the Underground Railroad in the 
Kentucky Borderland.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Co. Inc.
Weisenberger, Steven 1998  Modern Medea: A Family Story of Slavery and Child 
Murder from the Old South (1998). New York: Hill and Wang, a division of 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 
Akbar, Na’im 1996   Breaking the Chains of Psychological Slavery. Tallahassee,  
Florida: Mind Productions & Associates, Inc.

Lester, Julius 2000 To Be a Slave. New York: Penguin Books
Griffler, Keith 2004 Frontline of Freedom. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press.
National Park Service (NPS) Handbook 
Tademy, Lalita          Cane River.  Time Warner Books


Or
Butler, Octavia           Kindred. Beacon Press
Packet available in the Bookstore containing the following:

Blockson, Charles 1984 “Escape from Slavery: The Underground Railroad.”


National Geographic, vol. 166, No.1.
Morse, Janice M. ed.  1994 “Dialogue: On Emic and Etic;” “Styles of 
Ethnography.” Critical Issues in Qualitative Research Methods. Thousand 
Oaks, California:  
Sage Publications. (Excerpt) 
Singleton, Theresa A. 1994  “The African American Legacy Beneath Our Feet.”  
African American Historic Places/ National Register of Historic Places. New 
York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Tatum, Beverly 2002  “Choosing to Be Black – The Ultimate White Privilege.” When Race Becomes Real: Black and White Writers Confront Their Personal Stories. Chicago: Laurence Hill Books.
Hagadorn, Ann 2002 Beyond the River (excerpts, “A Double Life,” “The War Before the War,” “The Kindling and the Spark.”)
Recommended: 
Morrison, Toni  1987 Beloved. New York: Alfred A. Kopf.   Also the movie, 
Beloved released in 1998
Stowe, Harriet Beecher 1993 (1852) Uncle Tom’s Cabin. New York: W.W. Norton             & Co. Inc.

Jacobs, Harriet 2000 (1987) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Relevant Texts:

Coffin, Levi 1968  Reminiscences of Levi Coffin.  New York: Arno Press and The 
New York Times.

Ferguson, Leland  1992  Uncommon Ground: Archaeology and Early African 
America, 1650-1800.  Washington and London: Smithsonian Press.

Franklin, John Hope and Alfred A. Moss, Jr. 1994 From Slavery to Freedom: A 
History of African Americans, seventh edition. New York: McGraw Hill, Inc.


and Loren Schweninger 1999 Runaway Slaves: Rebels on the Plantation. 
New York: Oxford University Press.
Gara, Larry 1961  The Liberty Line: The Legend of the Underground Railroad.  
Lexington:  University of Kentucky Press.

Hine, Darlene Clark 1998 A Shining Thread of Hope: The History of Black Women in 
America. New York: Broadway Books.

Lucas, Marion B.  1992  A History of Blacks in Kentucky, From Slavery to 
Segregation, Vol. one.  Kentucky Historical Society.
Quarles, Benjamin  1969  Black Abolitionists. New York: Da Capo Press. 
Runyon, Randolph Paul  1996 Delia Webster and the Underground Railroad. 
Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky. 

Tobin, Jacqueline and Raymond Dobard 1999  Hidden Plain View: A Secret Story 
of Quilts and the Underground Railroad. New York: Anchor Books, A 
division of Random House.
Yee, Shirley Y.  1992 Black Women Abolitionists:  A Study in Activism, 1828-1860. 
Knoxville: The University of Tennessee. 

Schedule of Topics and Assignments: 
[Some flexibility in the proposed syllabus may be necessary in order to accomplish our objectives.]  

11 Jan        Introductions; Ground rules; 

      Overview of the UGRR: Myths and Realities 

      The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center


      Begin Parker, His Promised Land, p. 7-97; Hagadorn, excerpts, pp. 1-15.
National Park Service (NPS) Handbook through p. 12

18 Jan        Escapes in the Borderlands Regions of Ohio & Kentucky: How to 

       Read a Personal Perspective


       Finish Parker, His Promised Land 


       Hudson, pgs. 129-130 (Eliza Harris) 152-53 (Parker & Rankin)

       Complete study guide questions (to be submitted)

                   Video: Underground Railroad
Fieldtrip (Required) to Ripley, OH; Maysville and Washington, KY, 
Saturday, 22 January, 8:45AM - 5PM   (parents, friends, who are at lease twelve years old are welcome)
25 Jan     Escapes in the Borderlands: Geographical & Human Landscapes
Hudson, Fugitive Slaves and the UGRR, through p. 53
NPS Handbook, p. 45-75

Video: “Kentucky’s UGRR Passage to Freedom: America’s First Civil Rights Movement”
Reaction Paper #1 (Study guide and class trip responses)
1 Feb 
     The UGRR: Personal, Statistical & Historical Perspectives on the 
   
     Meaning of Freedom
 Tatum, pp. 215-224;  NPS Handbook, p. 14-44

 Morse, “Emic, Etic” and “Ethnographic Styles” readings

    Video (excerpts): “Unchained Memories: Readings from the Slave 

     Narratives”
 Guest presenter: Katherine Meyer, Director, Student Retention & Assessment
8 Feb       Insider (Emic) vs. Outsider (Etic) Perspectives on Slavery & Escape 

     Akbar, through p. 25; Lester, 

     Visit NKU Library Archives, hosted by Jennifer Gregory 


     (1st half of class)

      Video: “Found Voices” Slave Narratives, (Nightline) 1999

15 Feb     Modern Medea: The Margaret Garner Case Study

    Weisenburger, Modern Medea, (Prologue and Fugitive), through p. 

     61; Akbar, pgs. 29-68

     Singleton, “The African American Legacy Beneath Our Feet”

    
     PowerPoint: “Researching Unresolved Questions in the Margaret 
    
     Garner (“Beloved”) Story”


     Reaction Paper #2
22 Feb      Analyzing the Motivations of the Runaways and their Helpers

     Weisenburger, Modern Medea (Captive), 62-108;  Lester,
           Field trip to Budig (Gaines) farm in Richwood, KY

1 Mar
   Enslaved and Enslaver Perspectives: Contemporary and Historical 
   
    Analysis    
                Weisenburger, pgs. (Defendant , Slave); 153-179; 189-220; Griffler, 
                 Guest: Carl Westmoreland, Implications of the Story, Senior

                 Researcher, National Underground Railroad Freedom Center (tent.)
                 Setting Up Your Research Projects; Discuss Research Topics;
                 Reaction Paper #3
SPRING BREAK 7 – 12 Mar

15 Mar  Enslaved and Enslaver Perspectives: The Religious Experience 

   Finish Weisenburger, pgs. 221-231 (Slave); 246-86 (Legend); Griffler, 

   Excerpts from the movie, “Beloved” [Bea Richards segments], 1998
    
   Research Project Topic due 
               Ethnography of My Family Report due
22 Mar    Analyzing the Escapes in the Borderlands
                Hudson, (chapters IV, V) through p. 96; begin Tademy or Butler
                Research Project Outline due
Field trip to Boone County Courthouse (As Needed)/ Visit to the Freedom Center
Conduct deed and title searches; find listings in city directories, and census tracts (turn in a copy for your group)
29 Mar    Analyzing the Escapes in the Borderlands

    Finish Hudson, pgs. 97-100; 119-127 (chapter VI); pgs. 130-1; 143-48  

    (Chap. VII); (all of chapter VIII); Finish Griffler,

    Reactions to Visit to the Freedom Center due

    Discuss progress on research topics 
5Apr       Enslaved and Enslaver Perspectives: A Cultural Analysis in 


    Contemporary Contexts 


    Finish Tademy or Butler
  8 Apr
Freedom Studies Writing & Visual Art Contest submissions due
12 Apr    Songs and Meaning in the Experience of the Enslaved & Enslavers


     Presentations

                Video: “The Language You Cry In:  The Story of a Mende Song,” 1998

19 Apr     Presentations

26 Apr     Summation and Conclusions -- Last Class
Note about the Syllabus:

· The syllabus is a contract between the student and the instructor.

·  It explains how I intend to organize and conduct the course; what 
assignments are required of you; how you will be evaluated and when 
I will be available to meet with you. 

· Any changes will be discussed in class beforehand whenever possible.

· Get in the habit of bringing the syllabus to class.

Responsibilities of a Serious Student in the Course

On the last page of the syllabus is a contract form to sign and return to Dr. Walters. It indicates that you agree with these responsibilities:

· Attend classes faithfully (Participation counts for 10% of your grade.)
· Keep up with the readings and other course materials
· Complete writing assignments on time
· Make and keep appointment with the Writing Center for all writing assignments as requested by the professor 
· Practice academic honesty
· Be respectful of self, classmates and the professor
· If you are unable to fulfill the course requirements, notify Dr. Walters and formally withdraw from the class
ANT 373; HIS494; WMS 382 

Researching the Underground Railroad 

in the Ohio-Kentucky Borderlands 

Spring 2005

Dr. Delores M. Walters

I have read “Responsibilities of a Serious Student in the Course,”

(last page of the syllabus)

I understand and accept the terms and conditions as described.

Your Printed Name: _______________________________________

Your Signature: ___________________________________________

Your E-Mail Address: _______________________________________

Your Student Identification Number: _________________________

The Date: ________________________________________________ 
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