FACULTY SENATE MEETING
OCTOBER 23, 2006

Members Present: Seyed Allameh, Iain Barksdale, Michael Baranowski, Richard Boyce, Perry Bratcher, Tom Cate, Mary Chesnut, Kim Code, David Cole, Rebecca Evans, Patricia Fairbanks, John Filaseta, Chuck Frank, Steven Gores, Greg Hatchett, David Hogan, Mary Carol Hopkins, Missy Jones, Kevin Kirby, Bob Langenderfer, Ausbra McFarland, John Metz, Carl Miller, Bill Oliver, K.C. Russell, Ron Shaw, Judith Uhler, Keith Walters, Steve Weiss

Members Absent: Scottie Barty, Ana England, Ban Mittal, Tamara O’Callaghan, Vijay Raghavan, Michele Roszmann

Guests: Margaret Myers, Jennifer Stansbury, Mary Lepper, Joe Mills
The meeting was called to order at 3PM by President Bill Oliver.  The minutes for the September 19 meeting were approved.  

ADMINISTRATION/OFFICER REPORTS:
· Provost (Gail Wells):
· A draft NKU Mission Statement was distributed.  It has already been reviewed by the Deans and Executive Committee of the Senate.  Comments are welcome.  The first paragraph is the mission, with the second and third paragraphs providing context information.  The motion was made and approved to forward the document to the Professional Concerns Committee for review.
·  Suggestions for focus areas of the QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan) for SACS will soon be solicited from faculty.  SACS now asks that universities pick a major focus area of the QEP, provide a 2 year plan and then a 5 year implementation plan.  These ideas will be gathered and presented at a faculty gathering Jan. 12th in order to get feedback for a final focus recommendation. 
· Faculty Regent (Steve Weiss): NR, Regents meeting Nov. 8
· President (Bill Oliver):
· The Executive Committee recently met with James Votruba and Gail Wells.  The following issues were covered: 1) QEP, 2) Domestic partner benefits (Dr. Votruba is supportive and working with the Regents, community partners and others); 3) Equity pay (Dr. Votruba is committed to bringing faculty up to 100% CUPA standards and beyond); and 4) the need for Senate input regarding Vision 2015 and “internationalization” efforts.
· The Provost requested a faculty member to serve on the Regents Professor Selection Committee.  Bill Oliver agreed to serve.
· The Provost has requested a faculty member to serve on a campus task force to address issues related to students with disabilities.  If interested, let Bill Oliver know.
· Faculty were urged to take part in the Faculty Senate election process.  The deadline is Friday Oct. 27.  Rita Thomas will send a reminder.
· Vice-President (David Hogan): NR
· Secretary (Perry Bratcher): NR
· Parliamentarian (Steve Weiss): NR
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Benefits (K.C. Russell): 
· Committee will review the recommendation for support of TIAA-CREF benefits to be taken from summer session faculty (this will need to also be ranked with other faculty budget priorities by the Budget Committee)
· Applications for sabbaticals, summer fellowships, and project grants are now available through blackboard.  The full Benefits Committee will meet Nov. 8 to review.  There were 27 sabbatical applications (19 available), 24 summer fellowships (14 available) and 24 project grants ($50K available, $6K max per award).
· Budget (John Metz): 
· Committee has forwarded a list of  budget items to all faculty for prioritization input.  The summer TIAA-CREF issue mentioned above will be incorporated into this ranking by the committee.
· Curriculum (Ron Shaw): 
· Proposal for the new Architectural Systems & Planning Major (Paul Cooper): Mr. Cooper presented the proposal for the program with the catalog requirements.  This proposal was approved several years ago through the proper channels but was never brought to the Board of Regents for approval.  This all occurred before the restructuring of the Department of Technology when programs were “split” between the College of Business (Construction Management) and the Department of Physics and Geology (Engineering Technology).   The program has been resubmitted and has met with the approval of the Construction Management faculty and the College of Business.  The program’s intent is to aid the architecture and construction industry and is a coordinated effort using the resources of several regional higher education institutions.  Concerns were raised by the Department of Physics and Geology (Chuck Hawkins).  These concerns were twofold: 1) as written, students and employers might be misled as to the qualifications graduates would have and 2) as written, there is potential for infringement on program areas that have been assigned to engineering technology within the Department of Physics and Geology.  The modification of the language of the proposal should be corrected in these areas before approval.  After discussion, a motion was made and approved to refer the proposal back to the Curriculum Committee for resolution.
· Professional Concerns (Chuck Frank):
· Faculty can now track their class book orders on the NKU Bookstore website: http://access.nku.edu/busaux/bookadoption/
· The Committee is gathering information on terminal degrees for the various colleges.
· The Committee will review the University Mission Statement.
OLD BUSINESS:

· Smoking Policy (Voting item) – Joe Mills: Discussion ensued regarding the proposed NKU Smoking Policy recently routed to all faculty.  This document will replace the 1993 document.  The proposal has been approved (with revisions) by the Student Government Association and Staff Congress.  Faculty Senate had two suggested changes: 1) change “should” to “shall” in Section 7 iv: “Smoking should be prohibited in all partially enclosed areas…..”  2) change the wording in Section 7 v to reflect an emphasis on promoting a healthy environment rather than promoting individual health.  These revisions were recommended and approved.  These recommendations will be considered along with those of the Student Government Association and Staff Congress for the development of a final document.    It was also approved that the final recommendation be brought back to the Senate before being presented at the Board of Regents.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Perry Bratcher, Secretary
