FACULTY SENATE MEETING

MAY 4, 2007

Members Present: Seyed Allameh, Iain Barksdale, Michael Baranowski, Scottie Barty, Richard Boyce, Perry Bratcher, David Cole, Ana England, Katherine Cochran, Patricia Connelley, Chuck Frank, David Hogan, Missy Jones, Kevin Kirby, Robert Langenderfer, Alar Lipping, Ausbra McFarland, John Metz, Carl Miller, Tamara O’Callaghan, Bill Oliver, K.C. Russell, Ron Shaw, Cathy Pence (for Judith Uhler), Steve Weiss

Members Absent: Tom Cate, Mary Chesnut, Rebecca Evans, John Filaseta, Greg Hatchett, Ban Mittal, Vijay Raghavan, Judy Voelker, Keith Walters

Guests: Jim Votruba, Gail Wells, Kathy Bennett, Susan Tomboly, Mary Lepper
The meeting was called to order at 1:20 PM by Senate President Bill Oliver after the annual end of year luncheon.  The minutes of the April 16, 2007 meeting were approved.

Administrative/Officer reports:

· NKU President (Jim Votruba): 
· Faculty salaries: A pool of 6% merit has been set for this year.  The hope is to replicate this amount during the next two years.  Salaries will continue to be a high priority.  Sixteen new full-time tenure-track positions have been approved.
· Free Expression Policy: Thanks were expressed to the Senate for work on this document which was recently approved by the Board of Regents.
· Domestic Partner Benefits: A subcommittee of the Board of Regents was established to look into this issue over the next couple of months.
· Election: The gubernatorial election should be watched closely for its impact on higher education issues.
· Enrollment: Enrollment is strong in both quality and quantity of students
· Provost (Gail Wells):
· TIAA/Summer salaries: TIAA/CREF benefits could not be implemented this summer due to the lateness of the issue in the planning and budget process.  This issue will continue to remain on the agenda and should be included in the rankings for next years budget items.
· Retention is up by 8%
· Admissions are up by 40%
· Grant applications are down, faculty are encouraged to submit applications even throughout the summer
· Faculty Regent (Steve Weiss):
· The Free Expression Policy was passed
· The Budget was passed and faculty retirements were announced
· The Student Awards Luncheon took place
· Parking fines were discussed
· Josh Ruth, student regent, will be graduating
· Senate President (Bill Oliver):
· Term: The office of President runs until June 30, however Bill will retire on May 12, 2007.  Therefore Bill will resign effective 5/12/07 and David Hogan will server the remainder of the term
· COSFL: This organization recently met.  The following items were noted:
· Other state universities are only receiving 3%-4% raises
· There are “issues” with the KTRS retirement system used by the other state universities (except UK, UofL and NKU)
· The Head of CPE search is nearing completion
· EKU is in the SACS process and has identified “Critical Thinking” as their QEP
· Concerns over voting for Board of Regents candidates was discussed
· Closing remarks: Bill made the following remarks as President:
· Revision of the Faculty Handbook has been a success 

· Two Regents Professors have been named this year: Dr. Mark Bardgett and Dr. Denise Robinson
· Faculty salaries have been given emphasis this year with marked results
· Domestic partner benfits have been emphasized this year and should continue to be emphasized in the future
· TIAA/CREF summer benefits were a high priority item and while not yet funded, should be high priority next year
· Senate Vice-President (David Hogan):
· Administrative evaluation forms are being summarized.  Hopefully this process can be web-based in the future.
Committee Reports:

· Benefits (K.C. Russell): Awards were presented at the noon luncheon.  Recipients were:
· Faculty Scholarship: Matthew Schultz, son of Lois Schultz (Steely Library) and Bridgette Donnelley, daughter of Sharlotte Neely.  Sean Dunn was the recipient of the book award.
· Budget (John Metz): NR
· Curriculum (Ron Shaw):  The following voting items were approved unanimously:
· New Courses: ARI 201, ARI 202, RUS 201, RUS 202
· New Program: BA in German
· Professional Concerns (Chuck Frank):  Kathy Bennett and Susan Tomboly were invited to give an update on the NKU Web Project.  Their presentation highlights included the following:
· Online course evaluations are being worked on
· A digital measures program will help with SACS review
· The rebuild update will focus on the academic and administrative department pages
· Emphasis will shift from an “information” to a “marketing” focus
· Top level homepage and main sites used by students will be released first
· “College Champions” are being sought for input into this process.
· Information regarding the process can be found at http://web.nku.edu.
There was no other old business, new business or announcements.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Perry Bratcher

Secretary
