FACULTY SENATE MEETING

MARCH 26, 2007

Members Present: Scottie Barty, Richard Boyce, Perry Bratcher, Tom Cate, Ana England, Chuck Frank, Greg Hatchett, David Hogan, Missy Jones, Robert Langenderfer, Alar Lipping, Ausbra McFarland, John Metz, Carl Miller, Ron Shaw, Cathy Pence (for Judith Uhler), Judy Voelker, Steve Weiss

Members Absent: Seyed Allameh, Iain Barksdale, Michael Baranowski, Mary Chesnut, David Cole, Rebecca Evans, Katherine Cochran, Patricia Connelly, John Filaseta, Kevin Kirby, Ban Mittal, Tamara O’Callaghan, Bill Oliver, Vijay Raghavan, K.C. Russell, Keith Walters

Guests: Kent Kelso, Dean of Students

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM by Senate Vice-President David Hogan.  The minutes of the February 26, 2007 meeting were approved.

Administrative/Officer reports:

· Faculty Regent (Steve Weiss): The Free Expression Policy was reviewed at the last (March) Board meeting.  Concerns were raised by student representatives regarding the policy which resulted in tabling a decision until the May board meeting.  The main issues were: 1) need for reinstatement of chalking, 2) concerns regarding protests inside buildings and 3) outside groups on campus.  It was also noted that road construction will take place from late April through mid-August closing the Nunn Dr. entrance to campus.
· Calendar Committee (Richard Boyce): The committee met and approved the 2007-2010 administrative calendar (President’s Day holiday will still NOT be observed).  The 2010-2013 structural calendar was also reviewed.  The “add date” for students is the Monday after the 1st day of classes, which creates several issues.  Departments are going to be polled about the issues in order to see if anything needs/can be done.
· Free Expression Policy (Kent Kelso): As described above, the policy was not approved at the March board meeting.  As a result, a “policy forum” on 3/22/07 was held where students and faculty discussed possible revisions.  Consequently, a revised policy was developed which:
· Permits the practice of chalking on campus walkways
· Specifies that demonstrations or protests may be conducted “on campus” vs. being restricted to “outdoor areas” of the campus (thus including indoor areas)
· Establishes the “reasonable person” standard for policy interpretation in the introductory preamble
· The policy only addresses these issues for students, faculty, staff, and official university groups or organizations.  The actions of non-university persons are governed by applicable state and local laws.
· An annual policy review was established.

Mr. Kelso addressed questions and comments from the Senate.  The following resulted after discussion:

· A recommendation to send the policy back to the Professional Concerns Committee for review and report at the April Senate meeting was not approved.
· A recommendation to endorse the Free Expression Policy as presented was recommended and approved.
Committee Reports:

· Benefits: NR
· Budget: NR – All are encouraged to attend the spring convocation on 4/18.
· Curriculum: NR
· Professional Concerns (Chuck Frank): The revision of terminal degrees for the College of Arts and Sciences document was approved.
There was no other Old or New Business.
Announcements: 

· Congratulations were expressed to Rita Thomas, Faculty Senate secretary, upon her acceptance to the University of Edinburgh.
· Faculty members were encouraged to complete the online survey recently distributed regarding the internationalization of campus.
· The Parking Appeals Committee needs 2 faculty representatives.  If interested contact Lisa Bunkley-Boyd at x7582.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:55 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Perry Bratcher

Secretary
