FACULTY SENATE MEETING

JANUARY 22, 2007

Members Present: S.M Allameh, Iain Barksdale, Michael Baranowski, Scottie Barty, Richard Boyce, Perry Bratcher, Tom Cate, Alar Lipping, David Cole, Patricia Connelly, John Filaseta, Chuck Frank, Greg Hatchett, David Hogan, Judy Voelker, Missy Jones, Kevin Kirby, Robert Langenderfer, John Metz, Carl Miller, Tamara O’Callaghan, Bill Oliver, K.C. Russell, Ron Shah, Cathy Pence (for Judith Uhler), Keith Walters, Steve Weiss

Members Absent: Mary Chesnut, Ana England, Rebecca Evans, Steven Gores, Ausbra McFarland, Ban Mittal, Vijay Raghavan, Michele Roszmann

Guests: Mark Shanley, Gail Wells

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM by President Bill Oliver.  The minutes of the Dec. 15, 2006 meeting were approved as amended (correct name from Bill Reed to Bill Oliver for President’s report)

ADMINISTRATIVE/OFFICER REPORTS:

· Provost (Gail Wells):
· Prism update: Financials coming live in early Feb.  “Go live” for the Campus management portion delayed until fall, 2008.  This will cause a delay in the implementation of the +/- grading system unless the current system is reprogrammed.  This is estimated to take at least 350 programming hours.  After discussion, the Senate felt that the best use of resources would be to implement the new grading system with implementation of the Prism upgrade in the fall of 2008.  
· Lakeside Manor dorms: The process is being finalized for the purchase of the former Lakeside Manor nursing facility to be used as dorm space.  The goal is to house 200 students by the fall of 2007 (eventually housing around 460).  Discussions are taking place across campus for available space to be used for affinity groups and living/learning communities.  
· Faculty Regent (Steve Weiss): Smoking policy passed at recent Regents meeting
· Senate President (Bill Oliver): 2007-08 Election of officers meeting took place with the  following officers were elected for the 2007-08 year:

· President: David Hogan

· Vice-President: Vacant

· Secretary: Perry Bratcher

· Parliamentarian: Steve Weiss

· Chair – Benefits Committee: K.C. Russell

· Chair – Budget Committee: Vacant

· Chair – Curriculum Committee: Vacant

· Chair – Professional Concerns Committee: Chuck Frank

Search for nominations for vacant positions will continue (new officers will assume duties July 1).  

· Senate Vice President (David Hogan): NR
· Senate Secretary (Perry Bratcher): NR
· Senate Parliamentarian (Steve Weiss): NR
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Professional Concerns (Chuck Frank):
· Free Expression Policy: The Free Expression Policy was passed by the committee with the following changes: add the word “materially” in front of the word “interfere” in sections I. B. 2 and 4.  Mark Shanley addressed questions and concerns from the floor.  The revised document was approved unanimously.
· Continuing work: The committee continues to look into the following issues: terminal degrees for Arts & Sciences and College of Informatics areas, late registration of students, clarification of student’s non-attendance to class, student over-registration, multiple withdrawals by students, grade inflation, cheating and plagiarism.  The committee was also asked to look into how to get teaching evaluations returned sooner.  The group will also hear a presentation by Financial Aid.
· Benefits (K.C. Russell): NR
· Budget (John Metz): NR
· Curriculum (Ron Shaw): The committee rejected the idea of splitting approvals for undergraduate/graduate proposals (agreed to keep voting authority) and rejected the idea of adding a service learning designator.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Forwarded to the Professional Concerns Committee the issue regarding the timeframe in the return of teaching evaluations.

· The question was raised regarding whether the use of email for communicating grades to students (either final grades or individual test grades).  It was generally felt that email is not secure for this purpose.  Gail Wells agreed to look into the issue.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Perry Bratcher

Secretary
