FACULTY SENATE MEETING

FEBRUARY 26, 2007

Members Present: Michael Baranowski, Scottie Barty, Richard Boyce, Perry Bratcher, Tom Cate, David Cole, Rebecca Evans, Patricia Connelly, Chuck Frank, Katherine Cochran (for Steven Gores), Greg Hatchett, David Hogan, Missy Jones, Robert Langenderfer, Alar Lipping, Ausbra McFarland, John Metz, K.C. Russell, Ron Shaw, Cathy Pence (for Judith Uhler), Judy Voelker, Keith Walters, Bill Oliver

Members Absent: Sayed Allameh, Iain Barksdale, Mary Chesnut, Ana England, John Filaseta, Kevin Kirby, Carl Miller, Ban Mittal, Tamara O’Callaghan, Vijay Raghavan, Steve Weiss

Guests: Mary Lepper, Ben Martz, Jim Votruba, Gail Wells, Elaine Jarchow, Douglas Perry

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 PM by Senate President Bill Oliver.  The minutes of the January 22, 2007 meeting were approved.

ADMINISTRATIVE/OFFICER REPORTS:
· University President (Jim Votruba): 
· Vision 2015 input has helped outline the following funding/budget priorities:
· Protecting core strengths – small class size and a faculty/staff who care about students
· Maintaining a competitive edge – including recruiting and maintaining a quality faculty/staff, placing a salary priority over the next several years, and emphasis on quality of life/benefits issues
· Emphasizing the internationalization of campus

· Engaging students in campus  - including campus-based work initiatives
· Building up key academic programs

· Focusing on Marketing/Communication

· Tuition increase: A 9.24% tuition increase has been proposed.  Note: Out-of-state students account for 28% of the student body but 42% of tuition revenue.
· Legislative session: The expectation is for vetoed items from the last session to be approved.
· The Budget Strategy Group has met.
· The Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership program’s purpose is to meet the continuing professional education needs in the region.  The CPE will also be reviewing the program.
· Provost (Gail Wells):
· Interviews with the five Dean of the College of Business candidates are taking place.
· QEP sessions are continuing.
· Senate President (Bill Oliver):
· The Free Speech Policy is now with VP Mark Shanley.
· Al Lipping has agreed to serve as Vice President for the 2007/08 Senate year.
· A handout was distributed outlining the various peer review committee openings.  A motion was made and seconded to hold a special election this spring in order to fill these openings.
· There were no other officer reports
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· There were no reports from the Benefits or Budget Committees
· Curriculum (Ron Shaw):  Two voting items were presented:
· Master of Science in Health Informatics – Dean Douglas Perry gave a brief summary of the program and answered questions.  The item was unanimously approved.
· Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership – Dean Elaine Jarchow gave a brief summary of the program and answered questions.  The item was unanimously approved.
· Professional Concerns (Chuck Frank):
· The committee will be discussing Arts & Sciences terminal degrees at its next meeting.
There was no other old or new business.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Perry Bratcher

Secretary
