FACULTY SENATE MEETING

DECEMBER 15, 2006

Members Present: Seyed Allameh, Scottie Barty, Richard Boyce, Perry Bratcher, Tom Cate, Mary Chesnut, Kim Code, David Cole, Ana England, Rebecca Evans, Patricia Fairbanks, John Filaseta, Steven Gores, David Hogan, Mary Carol Hopkins, Kevin Kirby, Robert Langenderfer, Ausbra McFarland, John Metz, Carl Miller, Tamara O’Callaghan, Bill Oliver, K.C. Russell, Ron Shah, Judith Uhler, Keith Walters, Steve Weiss

Members Absent: Iain Barksdale, Michael Baranowski, Chuck Frank, Greg Hatchett, Missy Jones, Ban Mittal, Vijay Raghavan, Michele Roszmann

Guests: Jim Votruba, Gail Wells, Mary Lepper, Sue Moore, Doug Perry, Carole Beere, Pat Moynahan, Robert Wilcox

The meeting was called to order at 1:05 PM by President Bill Oliver.  The minutes of the Nov. 20, 2006 meeting were approved.

ADMINISTRATIVE/OFFICER REPORTS:

· NKU President (Jim Votruba):
· VVV Sessions have been completed (over 46 hours of meeting time).  Students have emphasized the strengths of NKU’s small class size and caring nature of the faculty.  Focus will now be taken to review priorities.  These may include:
· Internationalization of campus
· Global perspective of students
· Student engagement with the university
· Faculty/staff opinions regarding quality of work life
· Facilities/environment
· Competitive salary/benefits
· Faculty teaching load
· Institutional effectiveness – NKU’s impact on students and the community
· Incorporation of VVV with Vision 2015
· An agreement has been signed to develop the 12 acres facing US27.  Development plans include hotel, retail and office space.

· Bank of Kentucky Center work is progressing

· Nunn and University Drives will be closed from April-August due to construction.

· January Kentucky legislative session will include discussion of previously vetoed construction projects.  These may include monies for a residence hall, a health building and renovations to Founders Hall.
· Provost (Gail Wells):

· Strengths of the faculty have been evident in reading of this year’s reappointment/promotion/tenure files

· Review is complete on this year’s Summer Fellowships, Project Grants and Sabbaticals.  Good work was submitted by all.  More funding for this area will be requested in the future.

· Many departments are active with faculty searches.

· Kudos to Bill Oliver’s acting performance at Kincaid Theater!

· Faculty Regent (Steve Weiss): 
· There is concern regarding how to move gas and electric lines from the US27 property before it is developed.  Also, although plans are in the works, there are no contracts yet for building on the property.
· Senate President (Bill Reed):

· Senate elections are complete and some offices need to be filled.  Also, some vacancies are available for the 2007/08 slate of officers and committee chairs.  Let Bill know if there are ideas.

· Fall graduation set for Saturday Dec. 16.

· Senate Vice-President (David Hogan): NR
· Senate Secretary (Perry Bratcher): NR
· Senate Parliamentarian (Steve Weiss): NR
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Benefits (K.C. Russell): NR
· Budget (John Metz): At the November meeting, the Senate voted to return the issue of having NKU and permanent faculty contribute 10% and 5% of summer salary to TIAA-CREF accounts to the Budget Committee for the possibility of re-surveying the faculty for a priority ranking along with all of the other previously ranked priorities.  The Budget Committee felt that a new survey would be burdensome and fraught with problems.  As a compromise, the Committee asks that this issue be added to the “Additional items” category of priorities from the November meeting report.  This recommendation was passed unanimously by the Senate.  It was noted that the Benefits Committee found strong support for this issue in its discussions.
· Curriculum (Ron Shaw): NR
· Professional Concerns (Kevin Kirby for Chuck Frank):
· The following faculty terminal degrees were approved for the School of Nursing and Health Professions:
· Nursing ADN: Master
· Nursing BSN, MSN: Doctorate
· Radiologic Technology: Master
· Respiratory Care: Master
· Health Science BS: Master
· The following faculty terminal degrees were approved for the College of Business:
· Accounting: Ph.D. or D.B.A.
· Business Ethics, Business Law, and Entrepreneurship: PhD., D.B.A. or J.D.
· Economics: Ph.D. or D.B.A.
· Finance: Ph.D. or D.B.A.
· Management: Ph.D. or D.B.A.
· Marketing: Ph.D. or D.B.A.
· The draft Mission Statement of the university was approved.
OLD BUSINESS: (None)

NEW BUSINESS:

· Faculty Senate elections (Robert Wilcox, Committee Chair): The elections have been completed and a summary was distributed.  About 25% (151) of the eligible faculty voted, with little change from previous elections.  Thanks were expressed to Robert and Rita Thomas for their hard work.
· Free Expression Policy Draft: Three documents were previously distributed via email: Overview, Policy Memorandum, and the text of the Policy.  The Policy was unanimously referred to the Professional Concerns Committee for a review and report to the January Senate meeting, if possible.  Mention was made that Mark Shanley may want to be invited to answer questions/address comments.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:58 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Perry Bratcher, Secretary
