FACULTY SENATE MEETING

APRIL 16, 2007

Members Present: Iain Barksdale, Michael Baranowski, Richard Boyce, Perry Bratcher, Tom Cate, Mary Chesnut, Ana England, Rebecca Evans, Patricia Connelly, John Filaseta, Chuck Frank, David Hogan, Missy Jones, Kevin Kirby, Robert Langenderfer, Ausbra McFarland, John Metz, Carl Miller, Bill Oliver, K.C. Russell, Cathy Pence (for Judith Uhler), Robert Kenney (for Judy Voelker), Keith Walters, Steve Weiss 
Members Absent: Seyed Allameh, Scottie Barty, David Cole, Katherine Cochran, Greg Hatchett, Alar Lipping, Ban Mittal, Tamara O’Callaghan, Vijay Raghavan, Ron Shaw
Guests: Mary Lepper, Jim Votruba, Gail Wells
The meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM by Senate President Bill Oliver.  The minutes of the March 26, 2007 meeting were amended as follows:

· Patricia Connelly was present at the meeting

· Changed “Mr. Kelso” to “Dr. Kelso”

Administrative/Officer reports:

· NKU President (Jim Votruba): A moment of silence was observed for the victims of the Virginia Tech tragedy.  A presentation was given on an update of the VVV report.  Highlights included:
· Several external forces impact NKU’s future including affordability, demographics, competition, economy, etc.
· Internal forces impacting the future include purpose, optimism of faculty/staff, focus on institutional strategy, etc.
· New Vision Statement
· Revision of Core Values
· Four Strategic Priorities: Development of Talent, Increase of Student Engagement in Learning, Ensure Academic Quality, Engage Effective Regional Stewardship
· Four Supporting Priorities: Recruit/Retain Outstanding Faculty/Staff, Increase Public Awareness at NKU, Expand NKU’s Financial Base and Capital Assets, Increase Institutional Effectiveness
The faculty salary increase will be a 6% pool (5% merit, 1% equity based on merit).  The budget will reflect $2.1M for Academic Affairs including 16 new faculty tenure-track positions.

· Provost (Gail Wells): Graduation is May 4.  Budget presentation is 4/18 at noon.

· Faculty Regent (Steve Weiss): Worked with Mark Shanley on the preamble to the Free Expression Policy to be presented at the May Board of Regents meeting.

· Senate President (Bill Oliver): The call for nominations on the Senate special elections deadline has been extended.

· Senate Vice-President (David Hogan): Administrator evaluations forthcoming (Jim Votruba, Arne Almquist, Elaine Jarchow)

· Senate Parliamentarian (Steve Weiss): A shuttle will run between NKU and US Bank Arena graduation night due to the Reds game.
Committee Reports:

· Benefits: NR
· Budget: NR 
· Curriculum: NR
· Professional Concerns (Chuck Frank): Terminal degrees for the College of Informatics was approved.
There was no other Old Business or New Business.
Announcements: According to the Office of Financial Aid, the university remains in good standing regarding the student loan issue.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Perry Bratcher

Secretary
