The Wittig Reaction:

Aldehydes
H H H H * metathesis reaction
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Olefin Synthesis
The Wittig Reaction

Alternative 2 + 2 transition states
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1 : 1 ratio of products
little difference in T.S.



The Wittig Reaction

Olefin Synthesis ]

stabilized ylides (cont.)

+ Addition of ylide to aldehyde is reversible and slow
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