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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM FOR MEMBERS, FRIENDS, GUESTS, AND THE PUBLIC

Elizabeth Chavez, Programs Chairperson, announces that on Tuesday, July
10th, 7:00 PM, Kenton County Public Library, Covington, Mr. Charles King,
Kentucky and local history librarian,will discuss and explain the uses

of genealogical resources at the library.

The library has many birth, marriage, death, census, tax, land records,
and indices., And there is other reference material and equipment use-
ful to the family historian and other researchers.

Mr. King will discuss problems encountered when records are missing,
unavailable, or unaccounted for,

Sponsored by the library and the Kenton County Historical Society,
this group program will be free and open to citizens interested in
learning more about the library's resources, and how to use them.
Tuesday Evening !
July 10th

7:00 PM

Kenton County Public Library
Fifth and Scott streets
Covington

KENTON COUTY BIRTHDAY PARTY PARADE

There 1s much enthusiasm for the July 4th parade, which will commence
at six different points, converge in Latonia, then proceed to the new
RiverCenter, Descendents of Simon Kenton are scheduled to honor the
parade with their presence.

ELECTRIC STREETCAR ANNIVERSARY

After the opening of the Suspension Bridge in 1866, horse (and mule)
powered street rail transportation was established to Wudlow, to New-
port, to Pike and Main, and past Fifteenth and Sixteenth on Madison
and Scott respectively in Covington, Streetcar historian Earl Clark
recently sent us a postcard reminding that 1990 marks 100 years since
Covington saw its first electric streetcar, 1In the 1890s Cincinnati-
Newport-Covington lines were consolidated into a modern network. In
addition to transportation, recreation sites such as the Ludlow Lagoon,
the Queen City Beach in Dayton, Ky, sporting activities in Ft Thomas,
the 5 cent fare package to Coney Island by way of the Island Queen,

and other romantic amenities all helped lure riders at one time or
another,




SOMERSET HALL,
A CLANDESTINE UNDERGROUND STATION

Row meny atruotures said to have been used by the Underground
Reilrosd are true survivors of thet olandestine f{nstitution? Prom
time to time cleima are mede thet this house or that house was once
e station en the Underground, yet those making such olaims usually
lepse intc totsl silence when asked to dooument thefr claims.
Certainly, the ¥nderground days of the Renkin House st nearby
Ripley con be dooumanted, but what sbout those oloser to homaet
Ludlov's Somerset Hall sppesrs to be onw of those rere struatures

whose use as a "station” has been thoroughly suthentioated.

It seems thet during the 19608 or esrly 1970s someone wade
@ proposal to demolish the gresceful old Ludlow strusture, This
promptly galvanised s group of the building's admirers to aotion,
and one of them, George T. Marksberry, begen to seriously research
the building's baokground, His findings were lster published o
the Ludlow News-Enterprise snd are generally credited with squeloh-~
ing el proposals for the building's demolition.

Marksberry found that the structure wss duilt in 1832 ss a

. summer home by Oeorge Kenner, & weslthy Loulsiena plantation
opersator snd sleveowner. Kenner erected his summer residence in
the oenter of the §2-acre plot of ground, which be hsd, in turm,
aoguired from his brother-inslew, Israel Llpdlow, Jr. The Scuthern=-
er's pevly-soquired estats, Marksberry said, extended from present-
day Elm Btreet to the Ohioc River, snd from whst is now Kenner

Btreet on the esst to Bromley on the west,

The homs Kenner erected faged the Ohio River with which it
vag ogonneoted by & brosd, flower-bordered welkway., The build-
ing's light snd 2iry interior was just what one might expeot to
find {n # summer home. It wee not designed for winter use, snd
indeed, was closed and boerded-up st the end of esch summer when
Kenner snd his humsn chattel would return to his Louisiena

plentstion,

At thet time the northern part of Kentucky represented
pleace of retreat from the swaltering, humtd surmers of the deep
South. No matter how humid the Ohio Yslley surmers might besome
they were 'Snrlnu-ly more bearsble then those of the lower Missis-
aippi. In feact, 1t hse been ssid thet stesmbost travel helped
wake the northern reaches of Kentucky the Michigan and Wisconsin
of the pre~Civil Wer South., Every yesr witnessed scores of
Southemers coming here to tskes sdvantsge of ths cooler summers
end to viseit Cincinneti dusiness houese whara they would sttend

to & lerge portion of their ennusl business neads,



The local sres held an sdded attraction for the Southern
vipitors in that elavery wes lagsl on the Xentucky side of the
river, & fact whioh Covington hotels invariebly pointed out in
sny advertisements thst they might plsce in Southern newspspere,
The Boutherners were advised that if they steyed at a Covington
hotel they could legelly keep their slaves at the hotel's dlave
Quarters, and then feel free to cross the Ohioc to trsnssct their

business,

Other Southerners, 1ike George Kenner, preferred buflding

their ovn summer homes, & number of whioch osn still be found

throughout the Ohio Velley., According to Msrksberry, every swmmer
saw 8 number of Kenner's sleves tske sdvantsge of their nearness to
e free stete and flee his owmership by swirming scross the Ohio--
and probably with the help of locel sbolitionists. 3
A}
A number of ebolitionists were actlive in the locel sres, snd,
socording to students of thet ers, a high psroentage of them were
6losely asscoisted with the Underground Reilroad, Like the legiti-
mate railrosds, the Underground consiated of 8 number of divisions,
Two of those diviesions, the Illfinols Line from St. Louis, snd ths
Queker Line fyom the Ohio River, converged in Cess County, Michigen

from where they followed & oommon course into Csneds,

The origin of the Illinois Line's neme s readily spparent,
while the Quaker Line received its neme beceuss of the large number

of Ohlo, Indiens snd Michigen Quskers who aided the fugitives. It

. wed the Quaker Line {(although by no means completely manned by

Quekera) whioh opersted in the local sres,

Marksberry's resesroh further revealed thst whenever Kenner
olosed Bomerset Rell for the winter snd returned to his Louisisns
plentation, the veoant home would bs commandsered by escaping slsves
snd their allies, ' It was then used as a plece for the runsways to
rest snd to hide before beginning the next leg of a journey that
would take sny number of them ss far as Cansde, "It wee reslly en
suthentic slave underground sscspe route,” wrotd the resesroher,
who then went on to note that during the 1930s the U, 8, Depsrtment
of the Interior recognited the building's unigue beckground when it
presented its owner with a certificste testifying to the structure's
historio velue. The certificste waas signed by Herold Iokes.

(John Burns, Direotor)




The Kenton County Historical Society

Organized iIn 1977. Dues $5.00 per person per annum. Lifetime
membership $100.00. Please send your check to the Treasurer, P. O,
Box 641, Covington, Ky 41012, Monthly membership meetings. Monthly
communications to all members. Affiliated with the Kenton County
Public Library, the Historical Confederation of Kentucky and/or
associated with other organizationswith similar interests.
Committees include: Historic Sites, Library, membership, publications,
and programs. People with appropriate interests are invited to
participate. Genealogical advice from Dorothy Wieck, RSCVP, or other
members.

You are invited to become a member, or to renew membership at just
$5.00 per person.



THE KENTON COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR
1990 '
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