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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM FOR MEMBERS, FRIENDS, GUESTS, AND THE PUBLIC 

E l i z a b e t h  Chavez, Programs Cha i rpe r son ,  announces t h a t  on Tuesday, J u l y  
l o t h ,  7:00 PM, Kenton County P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Covington,  Mr. C h a r l e s  King, 
Kentucky and l o c a l  h i s t o r y  l i b r a r i a n , w i l l  d i s c u s s  and e x p l a i n  t h e  u s e s  
of g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  a t  t h e  l i b r a r y .  

The l i b r a r y  h a s  many b i r t h ,  mar r i age ,  d e a t h ,  census ,  t a x ,  land r e c o r d s ,  
and i n d i c e s .  And t h e r e  is o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l  and equipment use-  
f u l  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  h i s t o r i a n  and o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  

M r .  King w i l l  d i s c u s s  problems encoun te red  when r e c o r d s  a r e  mi s s ing ,  
u n a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  unaccounted f o r .  

Sponsored by t h e  l i b r a r y  and t h e  Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
t h i s  group program w i l l  be f r e e  and open t o  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
l e a r n i n g  more abou t  t h e  l i b r a r y ' s  r e s o u r c e s ,  and how t o  u s e  them. 

Tuesday Evening 
J u l y  1 0 t h  
7:00 PM 
Kenton County P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
F i f t h  and S c o t t  s t r e e t s  
Covington 

KENTON COUTY BIRTHDAY PARTY PARADE 
t h e r e  is  much enthus iasm f o r  t h e  ~ u l y  4 t h  parade ,  which w i l l  commence 
a t  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s ,  conve rge  i n  La ton ia ,  t h e n  proceed t o  t h e  new 
Rive rcen te r .  Descendents  o f  Simon Kenton a r e  scheduled  t o  honor t h e  
parade  w i t h  t h e i r  presence .  

ELECTRIC STREETCAR ANNIVERSARY 
A f t e r  t h e  openinq o f  t h e  Suspension Br idqe  i n  1866, h o r s e  (and mule) 
powered s t r e e t  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  W w ,  t o  New- 
p o r t ,  t o  P i k e  and Main, and p a s t  F i f t e e n t h  and S i x t e e n t h  on Madison 
and S c o t t  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n  Covington. S t r e e t c a r  h i s t o r i a n  E a r l  C l a r k  
r e c e n t l y  s e n t  u s  a pos t ca rd  reminding t h a t  1990 marks 100 y e a r s  s i n c e  
Covington saw i t s  f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r .  I n  t h e  1890s C i n c i n n a t i -  
Newport-Covington l i n e s  were c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  a modern n e t w r k .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s  such a s  t h e  Ludlow Lagoon, 
t h e  Queen C i t y  Beach i n  Dayton, Ky, s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  F t  Thomas, 
t h e  5 c e n t  f a r e  package t o  Coney I s l a n d  by way of t h e  I s l a n d  Queen, 
and o t h e r  roman t i c  a m e n i t i e s  a l l  he lped l u r e  r i d e r s  a t  one  t ime 6 r  . 
ano the r .  



SOHERSET IIALL, 
A CLPNDESTINE UNDEROROUND STATION 

How many e t r u o t u r e a  meid t o  b r a  been uaed b y  tha  Undergrouad 

Rellromd a r e  t r u e  e u r r l r o r a  o f  thmt olendemtlna l n e t l t u t l o n ?  ,em 
t l n e  b time o l a h a  e r e  m d e ,  t h e t  t h l e  houme o r  t h a t  houme wee onom 

l a tmt ion  on t h e  Underground, y e t  t h o l e  nmklng auoh o l e l n e  umuelly 

l a p s e  i n t o  b t e l  e l l e n o e  when eaked ta d o o m m t  t h e l r  o l a h a .  

Certainly. t h a  lnda rg round  deya o f  t h e  Rnnkln Houea a t  n e a r b y  

Rip ley  awn be doomanted ,  b u t  whet abou t  thoma olomer b home1 

t u d l o r l r  Somarmet H a l l  e p p e s t a  ta be one o f  t h o l a  rmra a t r u o t u r a e  

rboea  uae  e r  1 ' e t a t l a n m  b e  bean thorough ly  eu then t loe ted .  

Zt  e e m a  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h a  19608 o r  e a r l y  1970. ameon@ made 

r p r o p o r e l  to d e n o l l r h  t h e  g r e o e f u l  o l d  Ludlow s t r u o t u r e .  f h l r  

promptly gmlranlsed a p u p  o f  t h e  b u l l d l n g ' e  edmlrera t o  a o t l o n ,  

end m a  o f  t b m ,  Oeorge T. Merkaberry, begen t o  merioualy r e see roh  

t h e  b u l l d l n g ' a  baokground. Ale  flndlngm were l a t e r  p b l l e b m d  l o  

t h e  t u d l o r  Rswa-Ekterprlae and a r e  ~ e n e r a l l y  c r e d l t e d  w l t h  apueloh- 

In#  a l l  propomelm f o r  t h e  b u l l d i n g ' e  demol l t lon .  

Markebarty found t h e t  t h e  a t r u o t u r e  warn b u l l t  I n  1832 am a 

e u e r  born# by Oeorge Kenner, l wemlthy Loulmlene b l e n t a t i o n  

o p e m t o r  and elareowner.  Xenner e r e a t e d  h l e  e m e r  r amidmob  h 

t h e  o m t a r  o f  t h e  b2-aora  p l o t  o f  ground. whlah b e  hed,  I n  t u rn ,  

mogulred f r m  h i #  b r o t h e r - i n ~ l a w ,  I a r a e l  Lpdlow, Jr. The &uthern-  

e rn .  newly-aoqulrmd a r tmte ,  h t k e b e r r y  maid, extended from p r r e m t -  

d r y  E b  I t r e a t  t o  t h e  Ohlo River ,  and from what  l r  now R m n e r  

8 t r * a t  on t h e  m e t  t o  Bromlay o n  t h e  west .  

The h o n m  Kenner e r e c t e d  Iaoed t h e  Ohlo R l r a r  w l t h  whloh i t  

wae oonneoted b y  a bromd, f lower-bordered walkwmy. I h e  bu l ld -  

lng ' a  l l g h t  and e l 3  l n t a r l o r  war J u r t  what an* nSRht mxpeot t o  

f l n d  I n  a a u m e r  home. It wem n o t  d e a l m e d  f o r  w i n t e r  uee, mnd 
\ 

Indeed,  waa o loaad  and boarded-up a t  t h e  end o f  each aunmer when 

Kenner mnd h i e  h u m n  o h a t t e l  would r e t u r n  t o  h l e  Louleiena , 

p l a n t a t i o n .  

A t  t h a t  tin* t h e  n o r t h e r n  p e r t  o f  Kmtucky rnprenentnd l 

p l a o e  o f . r e t r s a t  from t h e  mwalter lng,  hunld n u m e r a  of  t h e  deep 

South.  Ro mmtter how hunld the  Ohio l e l l s y  eunmerm n l ~ h t  beaome 

they  w e r u ~ l n f l n l t e l y  nor* baa rob la  thnn thoae o f  t h e  lower I l r e l a -  

e l p p l .  I n  t r o t ,  i t  M e  been e e l d  t h a t  r teamboat  t r a v e l  helped 

r k a  t h e  n o r t h e r n  reeobaa o f  Kentucky the  Mlchlgan end Yl rconr id  

o f  t h e  p r e - C l r l l  Vmr l o u t h .  h e r y ' y a m r  wltneamed eoorea of 

S o u t h e m e r a  oomln(l her. t o  t ~ k e  e d v a n t m ~ e  o f  t h e  a o o l n r  s u m e r e  

mnd t o  v Ie1 t  C l n a l n n a t l  buminera houmea whara they would e t t e n d  

to a l a r g e  p o r t l o n  o f  t h e l r  annual  bur inbee  need.. 



The l o e a l  a r a a  h e l d  a n  mdded a t t r m o t i o n  f o r  the  Southern 

T imi to ra  i n  t h a t  mlarery uma 1mna1 on t h e  KPntuoky aldm of tha 

r l r e r ,  a f r o t  whioh Corington hotelm invmr i rb ly  po in ted  o u t  In 

any adra r t i aenen tm t h a t  thny  mlght  blmoa I n  Southern neuapaperm. 

The lou themarm wars a d r l a e d  t h n t  I f  t hey  r t a y e d  a t  a C o r i ~ t o n  

botml they  oould 1egm117 kmep t h e i r  mlmram a t  tho hotel's b l a r a  

Puarterm, and then r e e l  Irma t o  oroaa thm Ohio t o  tranmmot t h e l r  

bualnaaa.  

Othe r  Sou the rne ra ,  I i k a  Oeoraa Kenner. pref 'erred b u i l d f n g  

t h e i r  o m  m m e r  home., l number of' whlah omn mt111 bm found 

throughout  t h e  Ohio h l l a y .  ace or din^ t o  Markabarry,  eve ry  a w a r  

88U a n m b e r  o f  Kenner'a alaram taka  mdvantm(Ia o r  t h s i r  nemrnama b 

a frem a t e t e  mnd f l e e  hlm ounereh ip  by nwiming  aoroaa t h e  Ohlo-- 

and probmbly w i t h  t h a  h e l p  oZ locml mbolltlonlmtm. 
3'  

A number o f  a b 3 l l t I o n i a t a  wmra mct i r a  In t h e  locml a r a a ,  mnd, 

aoaord lng  t o  mtudenta o r  t h a t  arm, l h igh  p e r o e n U g e  o f  thou were 

olomely aamoolmted w i t h  t h e  Underground Railromd. Like t h e  l e g i t l -  

mmtm rmllromdm, tha  Underground c o n a l e t a d  of  8 number of dirimionm. 

7uo o f  t h o r e  d l r l a l o n e ,  t h e  I l l i m i m  Line from S t .  Louia,  and t h e  

Quaker Line f-om t h a  Ohio R l r a r ,  oonvsrged i n  Cmea County. Mlohigmn 

lrol where t h a y  fol lowad l o m o n  course  i n t o  Canmdm. 

' The o r i g l n  o f  t h e  Xl l lno la  L i n e e #  name i m  r e a d i l y  mpparent. 

wh i l e  tha  Quaker Lina r e a a i r e d  I t a  nmne beamuae o f  the  lmrne number 

7- 
of Ohlo, Indlanm mnd Mlohigen Qumkara who a1d.d t h e  f u ~ i t l r e a .  It 

. wai t h e  Quaker Lina ( a l t h o u g h  by no mean8 oomplataly manned by 

Olrkerm] whloh opera ted  i n  tha  l o c a l  a rea .  

Warkmbarry*a r e r e a r o h  f u r t h e r  r e r e e l e d  t h a t  whenever Kennar 

o loaed  nomarmet Rm11 f o r  t h a  u ln tmr  and r a t u r n e d  t o  him Lauimimna 

p l a n t a t i o n ,  t h e  raomnt home would b e  a m a n d o e r e d  by emamplng alarma 

and t h e l r  a l l l a m .  9 I t  wam then uaed r e  m p l a a e  f o r  t h e  runmuaya t o  

r a a t  and t o  h id*  b e f o r e  beglnnin(I t h e  n e x t  108  o f  a joumay thmt 

would t aka  any  number o f  t b m  am fmr am Canada. "It wma r e a l l y  an  

a u t h e n t l o  # l a v a  underground emampa rou te , "  u r o t b  t h e  remearcher ,  

who then want  on to no t*  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  19301 the  O. S. Departmant 

of  t h e  I n t e r l o r  r eooan laad  tho  b u l l d i n g ' #  unlque bmcknround when I t  

p reaen tad  l t r  ouner 'w l th  a o a r t i f l c m t e  t emt i fy in ( (  t o  t h e  a t r u a t u r a ' a  

h l r t o r l o  n l u e .  The o e r t i f i o m t a  warn aI@@d by Herold Iokam. 

(John m r n e .  Dlrmotor) 



The Kenton County Historical Societ 
Organized in 1977. Dues $5.00 per pzrson per annum. Lifetime 
membership $100.00. Please send your check to the Treasurer, P. 0. 
Box 641, Covington, Ky 41012. Monthly membership meetings. Monthly 
communications to all members. Affiliated with the Kenton County 
Public Library, the Historical Confederation of Kentucky and/or 
associated with other organizatiors.with similar interests. 
Committees include: Historic Sites, Library, membership, publications, 
and programs. People with appropriate interests are invited to 
participate. Genealogical advice from Dorothy Wieck, RSCVP, or other 
members. 

You are invited to become a member, or to renew membership at just 
$5.00 per person. 
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