
GEOGRAPHY 103   GEOGRAPHY OF THE THIRD WORLD - Summer 2003
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Instructor:  John J. Metz

Office:  Rm. 448 Landrum             Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday: 11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Or by appointment

Phone:  572- 5462  My office   

             572- 5461  History/Geography Department Office           

Email: metz@nku.edu

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
At end of course students will be able to:

· Explain legacy of colonialism on Less Developed Countries (LDC)

· Identify major countries and cities on maps of world and regions

· Explain characteristics of capitalism

· Explain different paths to development pursued by India, China, Japan, Brazil, Mexico

· Explain role of US in Cold War and Post Cold War periods

TEXTBOOKS
COURSE PACKET   

by John Metz

NEEDLESS HUNGER      


by Betsy Hartmann and James Boyce

KERALA   RADICAL REFORM AS DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
       

by  Richard Franke and Barbara.Chassin
DON(T BE AFRAID GRINGO
by Elvia Alvarez and Medea Benjamin

WORLD ATLAS
Rand McNally
(OPTIONAL)

OVERVIEW
GEOGRAPHY OF THE THIRD WORLD will discuss the physical and social geography of the "Third World" and how these nations relate to the rest of the world.  I want you to learn about the ways people use their environments to (make a living,( and how the development of the world economy over the last 500 years has influenced the economic and political development of these countries and their people.  We shall learn a fair number of facts about these nations, but, more importantly, will also seek to discover the historical trends and causes which make these facts important and intelligible.

We have only three short books for texts (Needless Hunger, Kerala - Radical Reform as Development Strategy, and Don(t Be Afraid, Gringo) and a Course Packet of notes sold in the NKU bookstore.  In addition, I urge you to purchase the Rand McNally World Atlas.  Most material will come in lectures and from the Course Packet, so you must get a copy of it.  The course will have a significant number of films and you will have worksheets and questions about the films.  The exams will include questions from lectures, from the Course Packet Notes, and from the films and our discussions of them, so you need to attend class.  In addition, there will be some extra readings I will place on reserve in the library and in Landrum Room 410. 

Because each day covers the material of 2/3 of one week of a regular semester, you will have to study and prepare everyday and make this course the primary focus of your life during this 5 weeks.  If you cannot devote enough time to the course, you should drop now.  I will try to have discussions, films, and other "breaks" most days so we can have fun in our daily 2 hours together.  

ASSESSMENT/GRADING
1.  Three exams (60% of grade): 
Exam 1 Tuesday, 24 June;

Final exam on Friday, 11 July

2.  Scheduled in-class quizzes (23% of grade) 

3.  Unscheduled in-class quizzes and Homework assignments (10% of grade) 

4.  Two writing assignments (7%) 

Exams will have about 2/3 of the points based on"objective," multiple choice questions and 1/3 of the points on an essay you will write during the exam.  I will give you a list of 3 potential essay questions at least three days before the exams so you can prepare them.  We will select one of the essays by chance at the exam.  Essays force us to integrate information and to express our ideas in writing.  Learning only occurs when we pull information together into a coherent explanation of a question or problem that needs resolution.  Improving our ability to express our ideas in writing is an essential skill in a college education, so the essay component of the exams will offer the opportunity to develop these skills.  See Exam essay questions listed below.

Scheduled Quizzes.  We will have 8 announced quizzes on the lectures/class discussion, on textbooks, on the Course Packet/studyguide, and on other reading assignments.  These quizzes will help you keep on top of the material through the semester, so that exam preparation won't be so difficult.  Quizzes are scheduled below.  I will notify you about any changes 2 classes before the giving the quiz.   You must attend class to find out this information.

Map quizzes will be based on the maps provided at the end of the Course Packet.  I have included both (filled-in( maps and blank maps.  I recommend that you make a copy or two of the blank maps to use to (test( your knowledge as you study.  These are not the best quality maps, so you may want to go to the Reference Desk at Steely Library to check the atlases the library has.  You can also ask me at the beginning of class and consult with fellow students.

Unannounced (Pop) Quizzes.  We will have short pop quizzes on many class days.  These will focus on MAJOR points of previous class, on reading assignments, and on important news events.  You should pay attention to the world news.  A good way to do so is to listen in your car to public radio's morning or afternoon news programs on WNKU (89.7) or WVXU (91.7).  In addition, I will give some homework assignments.  These may be to read material and prepare questions to ask in class, to watch films, or other assignments.

Writing Assignments.  We will have 2 writing assignments.  One will be your reaction to the film Matewan.(2%)  A second will be a summary and essay of the small book, Kerala (5%).

· Writing Assignment 1:  1-2 pages typed on film Matewan.  (What is central message of Matewan film?  How do film-makers convey that message?  What are key events in film that teach this message?  Is the film personally convincing to you?).

· Writing Assignment 2:   Explain how the people of Kerala have resolved the major problems that have caused so much misery in Bangladesh. (There are 3 parts to this question.  1. What are the causes of hunger in Bangladesh and what specific programs have Kerala people established to resolve them.  2.  What combination of: regional environmental factors, pre-colonial and British colonial historical characteristics and practices, and labor/political organizing in the last 130 years have created the solutions they have found. 3.  What are the limitations of the Kerala solution?) 

MAKEUP EXAMS/QUIZZES AND CLASS ATTENDANCE
You need to attend class.  If you will be late or cannot attend, let me know BEFORE you will miss or AS SOON AS POSSIBLE after the class.  I will let students re-take quizzes and exams that they notify me about before or shortly after the time of the quiz, but if you merely fail to appear, it is not fair to students who do attend for me to let you make up the quiz or exam.  For those who DO notify me in advance, you will be able to make up no more than 3 Scheduled Quizzes and/or Exams. Write down my office phone number and that of the Department of History and Geography in a place where you will have it when you need it (like in your wallet or purse).  Leave me a voice mail message (859/572-5462) or call the Department Office (859/572-5461) to notify me of problems.

KEEPING RETURNED ASSIGNMENTS
You should keep all returned assignments as evidence of your performance until you receive the final grade you believe is accurate.  I can make errors in various ways (like mistyping grades into spreadsheets), so you should keep the returned assignments in case there is a need for them in the future.
VIOLENCE AND FOUL LANGUAGE IN FILMS
I will show a number of films in this class which have some violence and/or foul language.  If these are a problem, you should withdraw from the class.

STUDENT HONOR CODE
· The work you will do in this course is subject to the Student Honor Code.  The Honor Code is a commitment to the highest degree of ethical integrity in academic conduct, a commitment that as individuals or in groups the students of Northern Kentucky University will not lie, cheat, or plagiarize to gain an academic advantage over fellow students or avoid academic requirements.  

· (Plagiarize( means to copy the work of others without acknowledging that it is another person(s work and then to present it as if it were your own writing.  Hence, if you use text someone else has written in a writing assignment, you must cite the author, must indicate who wrote the text and how another person can find it. You should do this with footnotes or another standard method of citation.

· Student behavior in class: Students will be on-time to class and will respect each other(s rights.  Students will not hold conversations, read, or disrupt class. 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND DEPORTMENT
· Students are expected to pay attention to and participate in the class discussion.  This means you should not engage in conversations or discussions with friends which the rest of the class does not share.  It is distracting to me and to your fellow students to have students talking among themselves.  If you need to discuss something, leave the classroom. Please turn off your cell phones and do not plan to receive calls in class.  (If you have children or other responsibilities about which you may be called, switch off the beeper.)  Calls during exams are not acceptable.   

· Being repeatedly late is also distracting.  If there is some reasonable cause for your repeated tardiness, see me.  Otherwise, come on time.  Pop quizzes given at the beginning of class will be missed by those arriving late.

· Finally, if you are so tired that you cannot stay awake, you should take a nap outside rather than inside the classroom.

INSTRUCTOR(S PREROGATIVE
I reserve the right to change these conditions, if I decide a change will improve the course.  If I do make changes, I will notify students in class at least one class period before they take effect.  It is the student's responsibility to attend class in order to get this information.   

IMPORTANT DATES

June 9: 
Classes begin

June 11: 
Last day to register for a class; last day to receive 100% refund

June 13: 
Last day to drop a class with no grade on your record

June 24:
EXAM 1

June 27: 
Last day to withdraw from a class with a W

July 4:

Holiday

July 12: 
FINAL EXAM

EXAM ESSAY QUESTIONS:

EXAM 1:  Possible Essay Questions

1.  Explain how the Industrial Revolution and the emergence of industrial capitalism created not only a new economic system but also a new type of society.  In other words, what were the characteristics of the economic system and society that emerged after the IR and how did it differ from the Tributary society it replaced.

2.  Explain what is meant by the (Paradox of Bengal,( and describe the local, national, and international forces that have interacted to create this paradox.

3.  Explain the environmental, historical, and political factors that have led to Kerala(s impressive development performance.  How is the environment especially favorable?  How has Kerala(s long involvement in trade fostered openness and tolerance?  How has the types of British development created militant unions who have created political parties and taken over the state government?  What policies have they implemented to alleviate the horrible problems found in other parts of South Asia?

EXAM 2:  

1.  A common theme we have seen in this class is individuals seeking to organize oppressed people to improve their condition by joining together to oppose the rich minorities who exploit them.  Whether to use violence or not remains both an ideological and a strategic decision.   The use of violent or non-violent tactics is important in the films we have seen: Matewan, Gandhi, and Romero, as well as in Kerala, China, and Central America, as discussed in the books we read and the regions we discussed.  Using examples from all of these sources, discuss the advantages and disadvantages on the use of violence in social change.

2.  A key theme of this course has been that poverty - and the associated evils of hunger, malnutrition, early death - are caused by minorities in many societies who take control of land and the other resources people need to provide for their needs.  We have seen repeated examples of oppressed people organizing themselves to struggle for a more equal sharing of the wealth created by their work.  Using examples from the films, lectures, and readings, list and explain the common problems that these organizers face and how they work to overcome them.  Include in this analysis the forces at the local, national, and international scales which interact to reinforce the power of the elite.

3.  Outline the set of (problems( in Central America that the Reagan administration felt they faced when they took over the US government in 1981.  How did they act to suppress the challenges to their control that these (problems( represented.  How successful were they.

	DAY(S ACTIVITIES
	UPCOMING ASSIGNMENTS

	9 June.  Introduction.  Syllabus.   What is Geography.  Regions of the World.  (Numbered( worlds.  Begin film (Matewan.( 
	For 10 June, read Course Packet pages 1-7.  Hereafter Course Packet abbreviated CP.

	10 June.  Complete (Matewan.(  Theories of development and underdevelopment.  Types of societies.  Kin Ordered Societies: hunters and gatherers.  Slides of Nepal.
	For 11 June, prepare for Map Quiz on Europe and on pp. 6,7,8,9 of CP.  Places to know in Europe are listed on p16 and p 62 of CP; maps pp. 65,66,67). 

	11 June.  Quiz 1: Map of European countries and cities and pp. 6,7,8,9 of CP.  Discuss Tributary Societies.  Physical environment of Europe.  Emergence of European dominance: Importance of 1490s.  Industrial Revolution and emergence of capitalism. 
	For 12 June, Read Course Packet pp. 10-16.  Homework: Write 4 questions about capitalism section that you can ask in class.  Complete writing assignment on Matewan film.

	12 June.  Writing Assignment 1 Due.  Group discussion of Matewan.   Discusion  of Capitalism.   Groups identify how Matewan illustrates capitalism.  Begin film (Global Assembly Line(
	For 13 June, Continue studying (types of societies.( Read pp. 16-17 on Europe and prepare 2 Homework questions for class on that section.  Begin Reading Needless Hunger.  Use Needless Hunger studyguide on pp. 54-57 of CP.

	13 June.  Finish (Global Assembly Line,(  Discuss what aspects of capitalism it illustrates and pattern of global development WWII.   Europe and EU
	For 16 June, Prepare for Quiz 2: on Types of Societies, Global Assembly Line, and map of South Asia countries, cities, and rivers only.

	16 June.  Quiz 2 on Global Assembly Line film, (Types of Societies(, and countries, cities, rivers of S.Asia.  Introduction to South Asia, Physical environment, and Hinduism.   Begin Film (Gandhi.(
	For 17 June, Read Course Packet pp. 14-17.  Read Needless Hunger; fill in worksheet pp. 54-57 CP.  Gandhi worksheets pp. 50-54 CP

	17 June.  Film (Gandhi.(  History of India/S.Asia
	Course Packet pp. 17-19.  Study Needless Hunger.

	18 June. Quiz 3 on Needless Hunger. Complete (Gandhi.( Discussion of Needless Hunger, foreign aid.  Begin reading Kerala.
	Read (Types of Foreign Aid( pp. 60-61 of CP.  Begin reading Kerala book.  

	 19 June.  Discussion of  (Gandhi.(  India(s Development Path.  Green Revolution. Slides of India.
	For 20 June:  HOMEWORK: prepare 3 questions for class about pp. 21,22,23 of CP.  Prepare for N.Africa/SWAsia map quiz..

	 20 June.     Slides on India.  Begin discussing North Africa and SW Asia.  Ecological Trilogy  Quiz 4.  Countries and cities and rivers of N.Africa/SWAsia.
	Complete Writing Assignment 2.  Read CP pp. 24-28.

	  23 June.  Writing Assignment 2 Due: Writing Assignment 2 Due: Discuss Kerala book.  North Africa and Middle East.  Slides of Iran.  History of Islamic civilizations.  European penetration of Ottoman empire.  Course Packet pp. 24-26.
	Prepare for Exam 1.

	24 June.  Exam 1.  Africa: sketch of outline of history, tribal territories vs political states.  Colonial impact.  Segments from the film (Amistad.( 
	For 25 June: Read CP pp. 28-30

	  25 June.   Israel-Palestinian conflict. Reserve Readings I: (Palestinian like me(; News stories on Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  Recent History of (Middle East.( including US-Iraq relations.
	For 26 June.  Read CP pp. 30-32 on China.  Prepare for China, Korea, Japan map quiz

	26 June. Quiz 5: Map of China, Japan, Korea and Israel-Palestinian conflict; US-Iraq history. Begin China.  Physical Environment.  Historical Sketch.  
	For 27 June, Read CP 32-37.

	27 June.  China: European penetration; 100 yrs of chaos - civil war.  Communist period: Mao period.

Video on revolution.
	Continue CP pp. 32-37.

	30 June. China: Deng Xioping period to present.  Special Economic Zones. Videos on contemporary China. Begin discussing Japan.
	For 1 July Prepare for Quiz on China.  Read pp. 37-40 of CP

	1 July. : Quiz 6: On material on China.  Discuss Japanese development.  Video
	For 2 July Begin reading (Don(t Be Afraid, Gringo(  Prepare for Quiz 7: Map of Latin America: countries, cities, mts, rivers listed and Japan.

	2 July. Quiz 7: Map of Latin American countries, cities, rivers, mts. and some questions on Japan.  Finish Japan and Newly Industrializing countries.  Latin America physical environment, historical sketch.  Hacienda vs Plantations.  Major division.   
	For 3 July, read CP pp. 42-44.

	3 July.  Discuss Mexico. Discuss Central America.  
	For 7 July read CP pp. 44-47.

	4 July   HOLIDAY - NO CLASS
	Read (Don(t Be Afraid, Gringo.(

	7 July.  Begin film  (Burning Season.(  Discuss Brazil
	Continue (Gringo(

	8 July. (Burning Season( Brazil and South America
	For 9 July, prepare for quiz on (Gringo(

	9 July.  Quiz 8: on (Don(t Be Afraid, Gringo.(  Finish Burning Season.  Discuss film.
	For 10 July, prepare essays

	10 July.  Review Central America and US.  Prepare for Exam.
	Study for Final Exam.

	11 July.  FINAL EXAM
	Relax


1.  We are unlikely to do enough group work to justify the 3% of the grade allocated in the syllabus, so we shall add 2% to the writing assignments for a new total of 9% and 1% to the exam total so that will now be 58% of the total grade.

2.  We are behind the original schedule, so here is an adjusted schedule.

Day 16     25 June.   Quiz 6 China map.  Finish N.Africa/SW Asia lectures.

Day 17     26 June    China Physical Environment and Historical development.  Begin Chinese 

Revolution  Reserve reading 
Palestinian Like Me due.

Day 18     27 June    Chinese revolution and development.  Traditional Japan.

Day 19     28 June    Quiz 7 on China lectures, Japan/Korea map.  Japan as development model.  

Historical sketch. Film (Japan Inc.(  Asian Tigers, Korea, Taiwan, and Southeast Asia.

Day 20     29 June.    Quiz 8 Map of Latin America and lectures about Japan.  Latin America.  

Physical environment.  Regions.   Film (The Burning Season.(  Course Packet: pp.36-41.

Day 21       2 July    Complete (The Burning Season( Begin discussion of Tropical deforestation 
and Brazil. Begin to read (Don(t Be Afraid Gringo(  

Day 22       3 July      Read Reserve Reading II: (Debt, Drugs, and Democracy( Noam 

Chomsky.   Discuss Debt crisis.  Begin Mexico and Central America..

Day 23       4 July     NO CLASS   Read (Don(t Be Afraid Gringo(
Day 24       5 July     Quiz 9 on (Don(t Be Afraid Gringo( and (Debt, Drugs, Democracy.(  Discuss Central American revolutions and Don(t Be Afraid Gringo.  
Day 25       6 July.  Final Exam.

Geography 103 Final Exam Potential Essay Questions

1.  Both India and China gained independence from foreign domination in the late 1940s.  Compare and contrast the paths to development that these two Asian giants have followed during their first 50 years of development, emphasizing their agricultural, industrial policies and their provision of basic needs, like food, health care, education, housing, to their citizens.

2.  A key theme of this course has been that poverty - and the associated evils of hunger, malnutrition, early death - are caused by minorities in many societies who take control of land and the other resources people need to provide for their needs.  We have seen repeated examples of oppressed people organizing themselves to struggle for a more equal sharing of the wealth created by their work.  Using examples from the films, lectures, and readings, list and explain the common problems that these organizers face and how they work to overcome them.  Include in this analysis the forces at the local, national, and international scales which interact to reinforce the power of the elite.

3.  Outline the set of (problems( in Central America that the Reagan administration felt they faced when they took over the US government in 1981.  How did they act to suppress the challenges to their control that these (problems( represented.  How successful were they.

