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Office - Landrum 426
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Hours - MWF 
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INTRODUCTION: Welcome to American History from 1877 to the Present.  This course is designed to acquaint you with the major events in American History that continue to influence you today, and to assist you in developing the research, analytical, written and oral skills needed to interpret and reflect the historical process, in your decision-making.

CLASS STRUCTURE: Your grade in this class will be based on three exams - two class exams and a final, a book summary, in and out of class reactions to assigned readings, a cooperative learning presentation and a short, but important research paper. The exams will consist of multiple-choice questions taken from readings and lecture, and/or historical “Identifications” and essay questions. An ID is a name, place, event, etc., which you must identify accurately and completely and give its historical significance. A study guide will be provided for each exam. Blue Books are required for all exams.  A missed class exam can be made up; however, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange an alternate test date.  Failure to make-up a test at the agreed time will result in a zero for that assignment. Other class assignments may be considered by the professor for make-up, when a request regarding the circumstances, is presented to the professor. There will be no make-ups for in-class assignments or the final, with the exception of serious illness or a death in the family. Documentation may be required for any make-up work. Attendance will be taken each class period.

The research paper will be 5 - 7 pages in length, double-spaced, typed, and with a minimum of five approved references.  You may select a person, event or topic covered by this course. Please submit your topic in writing for approval by January 22, 2003.  Specific instructions will be provided later regarding style, footnoting and reference requirements.  A first submission of your research plan  is due by February 7, 2003.  A final copy of your research paper  will be due March 7, 2003.  No research paper  will be accepted without a reviewed research plan.. The book summary will consist of a three page hand-written summary/reaction of the book, The Best War Ever, due on April 11, 2003.  Don't neglect this important perspective on WW II.  The cooperative learning presentation will require you to work with one or more classmates to present a specific aspect of the book and WW II to the class. Instructions will be provided at a later date. Weekly reading reactions, “I Have Learned”  Statements/Reaction will be due each Friday as indicated on the syllabus from the America Firsthand readings, worth two points per reading.  Additional in-class film, speaker reactions, attendance at military history lectures, etc. will also receive 5-10 points each. 

GRADING STRUCTURE:

Exam I, Exam II, 100 points each, Final exam – 150 points





350 points

Best War Ever   book review








  
25 points

Research paper – Initial Research Plan submission, 50 points 

     –Research Paper Submission 100 points







150 Points

Group Presentation - WWII









  25 points

Class reading reactions, “I Have Learned” Statements/Reaction and other assignments           75 - 100 points

Grading will be on the standard: 90-100 - A; 80-89 - B; etc.  I do not use a curve, so if you deserve an A (or an F), you will get your A (or F).

REQUIRED TEXTS:
James W. Davidson, et.al. Nation of Nations  - A Concise Narrative of the American Republic. Vol. II Third edition. (TEXTBOOK). It is your responsibility to read your textbook materials to be prepared for class work and  exams.

Robert D. Marcus and David Burner - America Firsthand. Volume II. 5th edition, 1997. (READER FOR “I Have Learned Statements/Reaction).

Michael C.C. Adams, The Best War Ever. Johns Hopkins Press.

LECTURE AND READING SCHEDULE:

Week One – Marcus and Burner Readings – 1, 2 , 3, 5, - Two “I Have Learned Statements/Reaction to each reading, due Friday
Jan. 13
Introduction to course. What Is History? Why Do I Have to Take this course? Who Owns History? The Historical Process and You.

Jan. 15

After  the Civil War  - What Now? (Davidson, Chapter 17)

Jan. 17
The West, Native Americans and American Destiny (Davidson, Chapter 18).

Week Two - Marcus and Burner Readings – 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 - Two “I Have Learned Statements/Reaction” each reading due Friday

Jan. 20

MARTIN LUTHER KING’S BIRTHDAY - NO CLASS


Jan. 22
The New Industrial Order –  American Successes or Robber Barons  (Davidson, Chap. 19).



RESEARCH PAPER TOPIC DUE

Jan. 24
The American Worker and the Labor Movement  (Davidson – Chapter 19 con’t)

Week Three - Marcus and Burner Readings – 10, 11,12, 13 - Two “I Have Learned Statements/Reaction” each reading due Friday
Jan. 27

The Factory, the City and the Immigrants  (Davidson – Chapter 20)

Jan. 29

Politics and Revolt – The Farmers (Davidson – Chapter 21)

Jan. 31

How to do Research – Library Orientation

LAST DAY TO DROP A COURSE WITHOUT A GRADE APPEARING ON THE 


TRANSCRIPT; LAST DATE TO RECEIVE A 50% REFUND.

Week Four - Marcus and Burner Readings – 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 - Two Statements/Reaction each - due Friday

Feb. 3

Expansion, Imperialism and the Spanish American War   (Davidson, Chap. 21 con’t)

Feb. 5

The Progressives  (Davidson, Chap. 22).

Feb. 7

TR and the Bully Pulpit  (Davidson, Chap.22 con’t.)



Research Experience Plan due

Week Five -  Marcus and Burner – 20, 21 - Two Statements/Reaction each - due Friday
Feb. 10
The Other Progressive Presidents – Taft and Dollar Diplomacy and Wilson’s Moralsuasion (Davidson, Chap. 23)

Feb. 12        
The Road to WWI (Davidson, Chap. 23 con’t).

Feb. 14
 
The War and its Consequences. (Davidson, Chap. 23on’t).

Week Six - Marcus and Burner Readings – 22, 23, 24, 25 - Two Statements/Reaction each - due Friday
Feb. 17

PRESIDENT’S DAY – NO CLASSES


Feb. 19

The Lost Peace and the Red Scare (Davidson, Chap. 23 con’t).


Feb. 21

EXAM I

Week Seven - Marcus and Burner – 26, 27 - Two Statements/Reaction each - due Friday
Feb. 24

The Country Roars! The Twenties (Davidson, Chap. 24).



Preparation for Best War Ever and WWII presentations

Feb. 26

From The Roaring Twenties Into the Depression (Davidson, Chap. 25)

Feb. 28

The Great Depression  (Davidson, Chap. 25).

Week Eight – Marcus and Burner  - 28, 29, 30 – Two Statements/Reaction each due Friday
Mar. 3         
FDR and the New Deal (Davidson, 25  con’t).  


Mar. 5

 The US In a Troubled World
 (Davidson, Chap. 26).

Mar. 7

Preparation for Group Presentations on Best War Ever and WWII. 



RESEARCH PAPER DUE

Week Nine  - SPRING BREAK – NO CLASSES Mar. 10, Mar. 12, Mar. 14
MID-TERM GRADES FOR STUDENTS WITH FEWER THAN 30 HOURS SUBMITTED

Week 10 – NO READING DUE FROM Marcus and Burner on Friday

Mar. 17
Group Presentations

Mar. 19
Group Presentations

Mar. 21
Group Presentations

Week 11 - NO MARCUS AND BURNER READINGS

Mar. 24
Reflection on WWII



BOOK REVIEW ON THE BEST WAR EVER due

Mar. 26
WWII Ends and the Cold War Begins (Davidson, Chap. 27)

Mar. 28
The Cold War Heats Up - Korea and McCarthyism  (Davidson, Chap. 27 con’t)



LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW FROM CLASSES WITH A GRADE OF W

Week 12 - –Marcus and Burner –  31, 32, 33 – Two Staements/Reaction each – due Friday

Mar. 31
 EXAM II

Apr. 2

 Eisenhower,  the Conforming 50s, and Civil Rights (Davidson, Chap.28).

Apr. 4

Kennedy, Camelot, and Missiles (Davidson, Chap. 28 con’t) 

Week 13 - Marcus and Burner –34, 35, 38, 39, 40 - Two Statements/Reaction due Friday

Apr. 7

The Civil Rights Movement (Davidson, Chapter 29). 

Apr. 9

The Freedom Summer

Apr. 11
Expanded Civil Rights and Equality. (Davidson, Chap. 29, con’t).



BEST WAR EVER BOOK REVIEW DUE

Week 14 - Marcus and Burner 36, 37,  - Two Statements/Reaction each due Friday

Apr. 14
Lyndon Johnson and the Great Society (Chap. 29)

Apr. 16
Vietnam: How Did the US Get There?  (Davidson., Chap. 30)

Apr. 18
 Vietnam – Why Did the US Stay in Vietnam, and the Process of Ending the War 

(Davidson, Chap. 30 con’t).

Week 15 - NO READING STATEMENTS/REACTION REQUIRED.

Apr. 21
Vietnam: A Reflection
Apr. 23
Nixon, China and Watergate  (Davidson, Chap. 31). 

Apr. 25
Ford and Carter – A Different View (Davidson, Chap. 31 con’t).



Week 16 - Marcus and Burner  41, 42 - Two Statements/Reaction Each, due Friday

Apr. 28
The Reagan Revolution? (Davidson, Chap. 32)

Apr. 30
Bush and the Gulf War (Davidson, Chapter 32)

May 2
The Clinton Administration  (Davidson, Chapter 33)

Last day of class

May 5

Your World – The 21st Century and You – What’s Ahead?

MAY 7
FINAL EXAM (WEDNESDAY)  8:00 – 10:00 am

