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US HISTORY 103 – 

COURSE TOPIC OUTLINE

1. What Is History?
“History is a discipline which develops, then revises, explanations for groups of events which occurred in the past.”

And? According to:

Aristotle – “If you would understand anything, observe its beginning and development.

Thomas Carlyle – “(History) may be called . . . the Message, verbal and written, which all mankind delivers to everyman.

E. Erikson – "What I am and where I belong I first learned in the mirror of history.”

George Santayana – “History is always written wrong, so always needs to


be rewritten.”

Mark Twain – “History doesn’t repeat itself, but it rhymes.

Mr. Dooley – a fictional 1890s character that appeared in a Chicago Newspaper column, written by Finley Peter Dunn.

“I know histhry isn’t thrue, Hinnissy, because it aint like what I see ivry day.  If any wan comes along with a histhry that’ll show me the people fighting’ making love, gettin’ married, owin’ the groceryman and bein’ without hard coal, I'll believe it, but not before.  Historyans is like doctors.  Those have them writes about their own times, examines th’ pulse, and makes a wrong

diagnosis.  Th’ other kind iv histry is a post-mortem examination.  It tells ye

what a country died of, but I’d like to know what it lived iv.”

2. After The Civil War – What Now?

The Conditions in the South


Three to four million freed slaves


Physical conditions



Sherman’s March to the Sea



Basic Needs for Survival



The Leadership of the Confederacy

Reconstruction – What Are We “Reconstructing”?

Conflicting Views in the North 


Lincoln’s Plan – “With Malice Toward None”


Lincoln’s Assassination


Thaddeus Stephens and the Radical Republican Plan


Andrew Johnson, the Vice-President, Now President’s Plan


The Moderate Republicans Hold Lincoln’s Plan


The Southern Leadership’s Plan

3. 
The Freed Slaves

4. Reconstruction Ends – The Compromise Of 1877 And The Abandonment/Adjustment Of The Ideals Of The Country 

President Johnson’s Impeachment Trial

US Grant Becomes President

The Problems of the Grant Administrations

The Presidential Election of 1876 – Republican Hayes v. Democrat Tilden

The Compromise of 1877 Ends Reconstruction

The Redeemer South

The Law of Reconstruction and the Role of the Supreme Court

Plessy v. Ferguson – “Separate But Equal.”

African American Responses


Booker T. Washington


WEB DuBois


T. Thomas Fortune, Pap Singleton, Marcus Garvey

4. The West, Native Americans And American “Destiny”
The Patterns of Western Settlement – “Go West young man, and crowd no one.”

The Native Americans, “Their” Lands, and Conflicts


Custer’s Last Stand


Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce


The Ghost Dance

Frederick Jackson Turner and the “Turner Thesis”

The Transcontinental Railroad, Telegraphs and Trade

Ranching, Mining, African Americans and the “Wild West”

5. The New Industrial Order – American Success Stories Or ‘Robber Barons?”

Big Business and America


Factors That Promote the Growth of Big Business


Profit and Scientific Management


Technology and Invention

Vertical and Horizontal Integration


Trusts, Monopolies, and American Ideals


John D. Rockefeller and Standard Oil


Andrew Carnegie and US Steel


JP Morgan and Banking and Railroads
”What’s good for Standard Oil and US Steel is good for America?”

Sherman Anti-Trust Act

6. The American Worker And The Labor Movement
From the Farm to the Factory

The Skilled Worker to the Unskilled Worker

Immigrants and Working Conditions

Child Labor

Labor Concerns and Unions

William Silvis and the National Labor Union

Uriah Stephens, Terrence Powderly, Mother Jones and the Knights of Labor

Samuel Gompers and the American Federation of Labor

Strikes, Violence and Work


May Day


Pullman Strikes and Eugene V. Debs


Andrew Carnegie and the Homestead Strikes

7. The Factory, The City, And The Immigrants

From the Farm to the City

From Other Areas of the World to America – The “New” Immigrants

Strain in the Big City – “The Big Apple”

Patterns of Expansion and Living Conditions

The Children of the City

The Political Boss, Vices, and Crime

8. Politics And Revolt – The Farmers 
Specialization and Technology Comes to the Farm

Farmers, Loans, and Productivity

The Grange, Oliver Kelly, and the Granger Laws

The Farmer’s Alliance

The Ocala and the Omaha Platform and the Populists

The Presidential Election of 1896

The “Enemies” – Banks, Middlemen, and Railroads

Early “failure” – later success


1913 – 16th Amendment – Permanent Income Tax

1915 
1913 – 17th Amendment – Direct Election of Senators

1916 - Federal Reserve System

Later Anti-trust Laws

9. Research And The Amateur Historian

Library Orientation


Books


Journals


The Internet


The Reference Librarian – The Historian’s Best Friend

10. Expansion, Imperialism And The Spanish American War

US and World Trade Expansion


Expansion vs. Isolation


Foreign Trade and US Growth


Manifest Destiny and the American Way


Alfred Thayer Mahan and Teddy Roosevelt – 

History “proved” all great nations are all sea powers.

America’s New boundaries?


Hawaii


Cuba


The Philippines

Puerto Rico

Dominican Republic

Latin America

The Spanish American War

The New American Empire

10. The Progressives – “Fixing” The Problems – Reform V. Control?


“The Problems”




The Immigrant Masses




Ghettos and Slums




Child Labor




Working Conditions



100% American



The Social Gospel of Wealth – Andrew Carnegie



Social Darwinism?



The “Muckrakers”




Ida Tarbell – History of the Standard Oil Company




Jacob Riis – How the Other Half Lives




Jane Addams – Hull House and the Settlement House Movement




Upton Sinclair – The Jungle

Lincoln Steffens – McClures Magazine – “Corruption in the City”




Theodore Dreiser – Sister Carrie



Women’s Rights




Carrie Chapman Catt – National American Women’s Suffrage Association



Temperance and Prohibition

11. Teddy Roosevelt – Progressive Or Bully President?



Who is Teddy Roosevelt – That cowboy in the Whitehouse?



Teddy’s Square Deal



Big Business and the Need for “Big” Labor




1902 United Mine Workers Coal Strike




Northern Securities Case and JP Morgan



Conservation and the National Park



“Popular” Power



Pure Food, Drugs and Meat

12. The Other Progressive Presidents – Taft And Dollar Diplomacy And Wilson’s “Moralsuasion”


American business dollars and the foreign policy of Taft


Big Business and Taft’s Trust-busting


The Taft-TR Split


Woodrow Wilson – Education and Morality



Wilson’s beacon to the World



Problems with Mexico

 Origins of WWI in Europe – US -  “Neutral in thought as well as deed.”



The Allies and the Central Powers

13. The Road To WWI, The War And Its Consequences

Us Neutrality Threats- 


Shipping, Blockades, Alliances, Spies

The Road to US Involvement in WWI


Lusitania 


Albert Affair


The Arabic and the Sussex


Zimmerman Telegram

The Homefront

Russia and Its Revolution


The War and its Costs

Wilson’s 14 Points and the Treaty of Versailles


Free navigation for all countries on the seas


Lower trade barriers


Reduced armament


Openly negotiated treaties


League of Nations

Contributing factors which relate to WWII

14. The Lost Peace and the Red Scare

The US Congress’ rejection of the Wilson Plan

African Americans and Women demand for rights

Anti-communism and subversion threats - Propaganda

Wilson’s illness 

14.  The Country Roars – The Twenties!

Prohibition and the Organization of Illegal Activities

Electricity

The City

Department Stores and Movies

Baseball

The Harlem Renaissance

The NAACP Goes to Court

Immigration and Fear


Sacco and Vanzetti

15.  “Merrily We Roll Along” – The Automobile And Americans Begin A Journey



Early Resistance



The Technological Development



The Automobile and WWI



The Tin Lizzie and Ford Model T



Americans, The Automobile, and “Progress”

16.  From The Roaring Twenties Into The Depression
The Economy Booms


Stocks rise 40% between February 1928, and October 1929


Republican President Hoover announces: “We are nearer the final triumph


 
over poverty than ever before in the history of any land.”

The Crash of the Stock Market – Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929

Diversification of the Economy

Distribution of Purchasing Power

Optimism 

Credit

International Trade and Debt

17.  The Great Depression

The Policies of Harding, Coolidge, Hoover and the Depression

The Reactions of the Nation

Hoovervilles and the Bonus Army

Bank Failures

Unemployment

Soup Lines and Dust Bowls

18.  FDR And The New Deal

Confidence – FDR’s Weapon of Choice

The Banks

Business

Labor

The Young and the Elderly

The Stock Market

The Government

Public Works

Rural Works

19.  The US In A Troubled World

The Depression and Conditions Abroad

The Rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party

The Rise of Mussolini and the Fascists

British Appeasement and Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain

Japan and Her Sphere of Influence

Europe Goes to War and Roosevelt Readies the Nation

20 – 24. World War II and The Best War Ever Presentations


Exact Topics and Format will vary based on class size.


Specific Instructions will be provided in class.

25. WWII Ends and the Cold War Begins


Roosevelt dies, Vice-President Harry Truman becomes President


The A-Bomb Decision


The Uneasy Peace


The Threat of Communism and the Truman Doctrine



Containment Policy



Domino Theory



Marshall Plan



The Propaganda Wars

26. The Cold War Heats Up – Korea and McCarthyism


North and South Korea and the Truman Doctrine

General Douglas McArthur, Truman and China

Eisenhower Promises to End the Korean Conflict

27. Eisenhower, the Conforming 50s, Civil Rights


Why “We Want Ike!”


Women and the Cult of Domesticity


Consumer Want the Goods!


Big Business Is Back


Labor Wants Their Piece


“Everything Is Booming Except the Guns.”


Chief Justice Earl Warren and Brown v. Education


Governor Faubus, Little Rock, and Desegregation
28. Kennedy, Camelot, Missiles, and Civil Rights


The Myth and Reality of the Kennedy Legacy


Castro, Cuba, the Bay of Pigs and the Missile Crises


The Berlin Wall


MLK, Kennedy and Civil Rights

The Peace Corps and Student Activism


Assassination Theories

29. The Civil Rights Movement


SNCC – Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee


CORE – Congress of Racial Equality


SNLC  - Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Martin Luther King


NAACP – National Association for the Advancement of Colored People


Black Muslims and Malcolm X


Civil Rights Act of 1964


Voting Rights Act of 1965

30.  The Freedom Summer

Students and Activism

31.  Expanded Civil Rights and Equality


The Women’s Movement and the National Organization for Women


The Green Movement and Environmentalists


Students for a Democratic Society


Native American Rights


Caesar Chavez and Hispanic Rights


The Stonewall Incident and Gay Rights

32. Lyndon Johnson and the Great Society


Separating from the Legacy of Kennedy


The War on Poverty


The Great Society


Foreign Policy in a Troubled World

33. Vietnam – How Did The US Get There?


Vietnam – A Brief History


The contributing roles of:



WWI and II



Truman



Eisenhower




The French and Dien Bien Phu



Kennedy 




Diem and the Special Forces




MAAG




Robert McNamara



Johnson



Gulf of Tonkin Resolution



Escalation



TET

34. Vietnam – Why Did The US Stay In Vietnam, and The Process of Ending the War?

Protests and Unrest

Kent State


My Lai

The War and Johnson’s Re-election Plans


Nixon and Kissinger – Peace With Honor

35. Vietnam – A Reflection With One Who Was There.


Speaker(s)

36. Nixon, China and Watergate


China and Russia – Enemies?


CREEP – The Committee to Re-elect the President


Watergate


Impeachment


The Resignation and the Pardon

37. Ford and Carter – A Different View


Covert Actions and the Containment of Communism


The Middle East


Détente


The Oil Crisis


Iran and the Hostages


Economic Inflation

38. The Reagan Revolution?


The Great Communicator


Supply Side Economics


Military Spending and STAR Wars


Iran-Contra

39. Bush and the Gulf War


The fall of the Soviet Union


Invasion of Kuwait by Iraq


The Gulf War 


The Supreme Court


American Institutional Concerns

40. The Clinton Administration and the Office of the Presidency


The Legacy?


The Economy


The World View

41. Your World – What’s Ahead?

