
US HISTORY 102 – 

COURSE TOPIC OUTLINE

1. What Is History?
“History is a discipline which develops, then revises, explanations for groups of events which occurred in the past.”

And? According to:

Aristotle – “If you would understand anything, observe its beginning and development.”

Thomas Carlyle – “(History) may be called . . . the Message, verbal and written, which all mankind delivers to everyman.”
E. Erikson – "What I am and where I belong I first learned in the mirror of history.”

Mark Twain – “History doesn’t repeat itself, but it rhymes.”

George Santayana – “History is always written wrong, so always needs to


be rewritten.”

Mr. Dooley – a fictional 1890s character that appeared in a Chicago Newspaper column, written by Finley Peter Dunn.

“I know histhry isn’t thrue, Hinnissy, because it aint like what I see ivry day.  If any wan comes along with a histhry that’ll show me the people fighting’ making love, gettin’ married, owin’ the groceryman and bein’ without hard coal, I'll believe it, but not before.  Historyans is like doctors.  Those have them writes about their own times, examines th’ pulse, and makes a wrong

diagnosis.  Th’ other kind iv histry is a post-mortem examination.  It tells ye

what a country died of, but I’d like to know what it lived iv.”

2. America Before Columbus

What did this side of the world look like before the exploration of Columbus?

The Natives of North America

The Great Civilizations


The Mayans and the Aztecs 


The Incas 

3. Europe Looks Westward
Why does exploration occur at this time?


Technological advances and Prince Henry the Navigator


Philosophy and Science – The Earth is Round!


The Plague and Economics

Columbus and his Route to Asia 

The Columbia Exchange and Its Consequences

Spain, France and England – God, Gold and Glory and Different Approaches to

Colonization

4. The English Arrive
The Failures – Raleigh, Gilbert and North America

The Lost Colony of Roanoke

The Perils of Jamestown and the “Gold”

5. The Restoration Colonies And The Caribbean Connection
Virginia Mercantilism and the Plantation Economy

The Maryland Catholics

The Carolinas and Southern Aristocracy

Georgia Convicts and Protection

6. The New England Colonies – God And Government
The Reformation and Colonization

The Pilgrims and the Mayflower Compact

The Puritans of Massachusetts Bay and Theocracy

The Heretics and Rhode Island and New Hampshire

7. The Middle Colonies


From Dutch New Netherlands to English New York


New Jersey and the King’s Friends


Pennsylvania, William Penn and the Quaker Experiment

8. Land And Labor


Native Americans


Indentured Servants


African Slaves

9. Beginning Historians Do Research

Library Orientation


Books


Journals


Internet Sources


Reference Librarians – the Historian’s Best Friend!

10. Religion And Colonial Life


The Problems with Theocracy


Goodwives and Witches – the Salem Witch Trials


The Great Awakening


Who Are These “Americans”?


Birth and Death


Education


Social Structure

11. Economics, Commerce And Politics


The Principles of Mercantilism


The Colonies and the Mother Country


The Navigation Acts – 1660, 1661, 1663


Barter and Exchange


The Triangular Trade Routes and Slavery for Profit


Thirteen “Baby Parliaments”


English Law and American Adjustments


Early Voting

12. The Seven Years War (French and Indian War)


The English and French in Conflict


George Washington at Ft. Necessity – The War Begins


Phase I – 1754-1756 – Local War 



General Braddock at Ft. Duquesne – The English Are Losing


Phase II – 1756-1757 – The War Goes International



France and Austria battle England and Prussia



Battles Occur in North America, Europe and the West Indies



William Pitt Takes Over  - The Colonists Refuse Full Support of the King.


Phase III – 1758-59  War Comes to an End.(America) 1758 – 1760 (European Involvement)



The Tide Turns – British-American Troops Take Louisbourg, Ft.



Duquesne, Quebec.



Treaty of Paris, 1763.



The Changes/Effects of the War

13. Stirrings Of Revolt In The Colonies


England’s Financial Crises


“The Old Peevish Mother and Her Rebellious Children”


George Grenville’s New Measures to Gain Financial Support from the Colonies



Sugar, Currency and Stamps


“Taxation Without Representation” – Stamp Act Congress of 1765 – Sons and


Daughters of Liberty – “The midwife of Independence


The Townshend Acts – Quartering, taxes on importation of tea, lead, paint, paper, tea.


      British Customs Officers Arrive – Colonial Resistance


      Townshend and His Duties Out – Lord North In.


Violence Begins – The Boston “Massacre,” The Boston Tea Party


The Intolerable Acts

14. The Decision For Independence


The First Continental Congress – September 5 – October 26, 1774



The Suffolk Resolves



“I am not a Virginian, but an American.” Patrick Henry


Lexington and Concord – “The Shots Heard Around the World.”


The Second Continental Congress – Independence or British Appeasement?


Early Confrontations Give Patriots Confidence – Bunker Hill, Canada and the South


Thomas Paine and his “Common Sense”


Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence –“A magnificent opening



Assumption, two premises and a powerful conclusion.”

15. The War For Independence


Advantages and Disadvantages of the Opponents


Campaigns in New York and New Jersey and the Philadelphia Decision



Washington’s Sneak Attacks and the Tough Times at Valley Forge


The Turning Point at Saratoga – The French Support the Colonies


The War Moves South


Surrender of the British Forces, Under General Cornwallis, at Yorktown – October 19, 1781


Final Treaty of Paris – 1783

16. The Confederation And The Problems Of The New Nation


The Articles of Confederation – 1781 –1789



Weaknesses



Successes


The Congress Convenes to Revise the Articles of Confederation, May 25, 1787

17. One Nation Or Several A New Constitution Is Written – September 17, 1787


Compromises:



New Jersey Plan and the Virginia Plan



Slavery



Ratification Process



Federal and State’s Rights

18. The Federalists And The Anti – Federalists

The Federalist Papers, Publicus, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton and John Jay

                  The Nation Becomes A Republic

George Washington and the Problems of the Nation

19. At Home And Abroad – The New Republic

Jefferson or Adams - the second president?

What Should the Nation Become?


      John Adams as President



The XYZ Affair and the Quasi War With France


Jefferson begins rival party – the Anti-Federalist “Republicans”




    
      The Federalists Adams and Hamilton Fight Back

20. Mr. Jefferson In Power

Jefferson – The Paradox

Jefferson with France and England’s War

The Embargo Act of 1807

The Changing Nation

21. The Louisiana Purchase and Western Expansion

Lewis and Clark’s Expedition

The Louisiana Purchase – 1803

The Turner Thesis

22. Mr. Madison Becomes President And The Second War For Independence

The Non-Intercourse Act


The Macon Bill of 1810


The War of 1812 and the War Hawks – Henry Clay and John Calhoun



Early Losses in Canada


   The British Burn Washington



Americans Begin to Win Battles 


   War Ends – Treaty of Ghent – 1814


   Andrew Jackson and the Battle of New Orleans

23. The Monroe Doctrine, The Era Of Good Feelings, And John Marshall’s Supreme Court

   The Second National Bank


   Industries and Tariffs


   John Marshall Defines the Constitution

24. America And Its Changing Face



Manifest Destiny and John Quincy Adams


   The Second Great Awakening

25. Sectionalism, Nationalism And Opposition


   Slavery and Politics


   The Compromise of 1820


   The North, the South and the West

            Industrialization and Frontiersmen

26. Andrew Jackson And The Common Man’s Democracy


   State’s Rights vs. Federal Rights


   The Power of the West


   Reform or Rebellion?

27. Jacksonian Democracy
Mr. Jackson and the Native Americans


The Indian Removal Act of 1830


The Trail of Tears

Mr. Jackson and the National Bank

Mr. Jackson and the Nullification Crises in South Carolina

John Calhoun and South Carolina – “The Cradle of Secession”



   Nat Turner’s Slave Revolt


   Jackson’s Foreign Policy


   Texas and Mexico’s Santa Anna

28. After Jackson -Perfection And Reform

Martin Van Buren as President

The Whigs and Henry Clay

“Tippecanoe and Tyler Too.” Benjamin Harrison Elected President.

Webster-Ashburton Treaty

Texas Joins the US After Long Debate

Temperance

The Mormans

29. Business, Industry And Transportation

Immigrants and Expansion

The Growth of the Factory System

Eli Whitney and the Cotton Gin

Cities and Urban Growth in the Northeast

Canals, Railroads, Steamboats and Trade


    Effects on Native Americans in the West – Ft. Laramie Treaty

30. The South, King Cotton And Slavery


   The Interstate Slave Trade


   Cotton and the American Economy


   Slaves and Resistance and Rebellion

31. “The Peculiar Instititution” – Slavery

   The Second Great Awakening

Abolitionists


William Lloyd Garrison – The Liberator


Frederick Douglass – The North Star

The Underground Railroad and Harriet Tubman
The Seneca Falls Convention for Women’s Rights and the Declaration of Sentiments

32. The Life Of Frederick Douglass

                   From Slave, to Abolitionist, to Human Rights Activist

33. James K Polk, Western Expansion And The Slavery Issue


The Mexican War of 1848


Henry Clay and the Compromise of 1850


California Joins the Union


The Fugitive Slave Act


The “Know Nothings”


Stephen Douglas and “Popular Sovereignty”


The Kansas – Nebraska Act 


The Dred Scott Case

The Free Soil Party

34. Disunion And Drift To War


Bloody Kansas


Lincoln-Douglas Debates


John Brown’s Raid

35. The Election Of Lincoln And Southern Secession


  The Democratic Party Splits




Baltimore Convention nominates Stephen Douglas




Richmond Convention nominates John Breckinridge


   The Republican Party Nominates Lincoln

   
      Constitutional Union Party Nominates John Bell


      Lincoln Wins with 39.8% of the popular vote


      South Carolina Secedes on December 20, 1860

36 – 40 Civil War Class Presentations


Specific Topics and Group Presentation Style Varies With Size of Class


Information Provided to Each Class

41. The War Is Over – Presidential And Radical Reconstruction


Lincoln’s Assassination


Andrew Johnson Becomes President


The Reconstruction Plans in Conflict:



Lincoln’s Plan



Johnson’s Plan



The Radical Republicans Plan



The Moderate Republicans Plan



The Resistance of the Southern Planters



The Law of Reconstruction




13th, 14th, 15th Amendment




Civil Rights and Enforcement Acts




The Supreme Court Decisions

42. The Nation Moves On, The Abandonment Of The Freed Slaves And The End Of Reconstruction

Grant’s Presidency


The Problems of the Recovering Nation 


The South Rises Again


The Presidential Election of 1876


The Compromise of 1877 and the End of Reconstruction

