History 385/The Art and Method of History



Spring, 2003


Dr. Robert C. Vitz

Landrum 440

Telephone: (859) 572-5461; 572-5361/E-mail: vitz@nku.edu
FAX:  (859) 572-6088 (Arrives in department office)

Office Hours:  10:45-12:00 TR; 5:30-6:15 T; or by appointment

The purpose of this course is to introduce history and secondary education/social studies majors to the nature and meaning of history as an academic discipline, and to provide experience in understanding historical issues and questions.  Attention will be paid to historiography, the philosophy of history, and how historians use sources, as well as to procedures used in organizing and writing historical research papers.

Required Books:  Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection



    Jules R. Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History

Exams/Grading:  There will be one examination, scheduled for March 18, which will be an       essay exam based on the lectures, essays from After the Fact, and class discussions up to that time.  You are required to read 9 of the essays (plus the “Prologue”) in After the Fact.  For 6 of these, but NOT the “Prologue,” you must submit approximately 3 page analytical papers.  These are to be typed or “word processed,” and should provide your analysis of the historical method or issue illustrated in the essay.  See attached sheet.  Everyone must write on “Serving Time in Virginia.”  The lowest grade on the 6 papers will be dropped.  Papers are due on the evening the essay is discussed.  Late papers will be accepted only if accompanied by sufficient medical or personal documentation.

The major writing assignment will be a traditional history research paper, based on both primary and secondary sources.  The general topic of the paper will be announced later.  It must be typed and at least 12 pages in length.  See attached sheet.  All students are expected to abide by the NKU Honors Code. Plagiarism is a form of intellectual dishonesty and will result in a grade of F.  This will be explained in class.

Exam


20% (100 points)

Analytical Papers
30% (150 points)

Research Paper
40% (200 points)

Class participation
10% (50 points)

Class participation and attendance are expected of college students and are especially important in a course such as this which is based heavily on class

discussion and interaction.  That part of the course grade designated class participation will be based on the asking/answering of questions, other oral contributions, attendance (one unexcused absence is permitted), and completion of the photograph assignment.

If necessary, dates, deadlines, and even requirements may be changed by the instructor.

History 385/Assignment Schedule




Fall, 2003

Jan.  14
“Who Owns History?” (Video)/ Discuss Quotations.

Jan. 21  “Why Study History?”/ D & L, “Strange Death of Silas Dean”

Jan. 28  D & L, “Serving Time in Virginia”(Everyone must write on this essay)/  Steely 

Library (“Finding Sources”)

Feb. 04  Research Proposal Due/ “Change and Continuity in History”

Feb. 11  D & L, “Visible and Invisible Worlds of Salem”/Writing Tips I

Feb. 18 “Ideas in History”/ Writing Tips II


Feb. 25  Research Paper Outline and Bibliography Due. “D & L, “Jackson’s Frontier—And




Turner’s”/”Economics, Technology and History”

Mar. 04  D & L, “View from the Bottom Rail”

Mar. 11  Spring Break (NOT A VACATION!)

Mar. 18  Examination

Mar. 25  D & L, “Invisible Pioneers”/D & L, “Mirror with a Memory;”  Pass out 



Photographs.

Apr. 01  Class Interpretation of Photographs

Apr. 08  First Draft of Paper Due.  “Geography and History”/D & L, “Dust Bowl Odyssey”

Apr. 15  No Class Scheduled at This Time [Phi Alpha Theta Banquet].  First draft may be 



picked up or returned by mail.

Apr. 22  Comments on papers.  D & L, “Decision to Drop the Bomb”

Apr. 29  Either: D & L, “From Rosie to Lucy” OR:  D & L, “Where Trouble Comes”

May 06  Paper Due

This schedule may be changed due to extenuating circumstances (weather, bubonic plague, instructor wins Powerball Jackpot, etc.).

