HIS 316/ The U.S. since 1939





Fall, 2003

Instructor:
Dr. Robert Vitz

Office:

Landrum 440

Phone:

(859) 572-5361     E-mail: vitz@nku.edu
 FAX: (859) 572-6680

Office Hours:
9:00-9:45, 11:00-11:45 MWF; 12:30-2:00 TTh




This course will explore the social, economic and political developments in the United States over the past 60 years.  Particular attention will be given to the causes and impact of the Second World War, the emergence of the Cold War and its effect on American life, the social turmoil surrounding the civil rights movement and the war in Vietnam, and the emergence of political/social conservatism since 1975.

Required Books:
Gillon, The American Paradox . . . since 1945
Kallen, The 1950s




Shaller/Rising, Republican Ascendency



All books are available at the university bookstore.

Examinations:
There will be three exams, all of the essay variety.  Assistance in preparing for exams is freely given.

Biographical Paper:
You will be required to write a 5-8 page analysis and discussion of one of the biographies taken from the attached list.  The paper must explore the importance of the individual to recent American life. More information will be provided on the first day of class.

Grading:
Exam #1
20%


Exam #2
25%


Exam #3
25%


Paper

20%


Participation
10%


Class participation:
Regular attendance and class participation are expected of college students, and because of the emphasis on class discussion in this course, they will constitute 10% of the course grade.  Included in participation are contributions to class discussions, the asking or answering of questions, and daily attendance.  You are permitted two unexcused absences.

Addendum:

-All students are subject to the NKU Honors Code

-Students with disabilities who require special accommodation must register with the Disability Services Office ((Room 320, University Center) to verify disability qualifications.



Assignment/Exam Schedule

Date

Topic





Readings




08/26
Organization/”Why 1939?”

08/28
From Isolation to Intervention: Europe, 1936-1941

09/02
“To Be Specific, It’s Our Pacific”: Asia, 1931-1941

09/04
Fighting the “Good War:

09/09
The War at Home

09/11
The War at Home

09/16
From Hot to Cold, 1945-1947


Gillon, “Into.”/Ch. 1

09/18
Communism and Containment: Europe
Gillon, Ch. 2

09/23
The Cold War in Asia: Korea


Gillon, Ch. 3/Kallen, I:2

09/25
The Cold War at Home: McCarthyism
Kallen, I;1; II:2; II:3

09/30
First Exam
10/02
America and the Fifties, 1945-1961

Gillon, Ch. 4/Kallen, IV:1

10/07
America and the Fifties, 1945-1961

Gillon, Ch. 5/Kallen, IV:2, 3, and 4

10/09
Race and Rights, 1945-1954


Gillon, Ch. 6/Kallen, III:1 and 2

10/14
Martin, Malcolm, Mississippi and a Mess
Kallen, III:3

10/16
And More Mess

10/21
Fall Break





10/23
Bringing on the Sixties


Gillon, Ch. 7/Kallen, VI:1 and 2

10/28
Waist Deep in the Big Muddy: Cuba and Vietnam

Gillon, Ch. 8

10/30
Still Waist Deep

11/04
Second Exam
11/06
Possibility and Protest, 1962-1967

Gillon, Ch. 9

11/11
Youthful Revolt or Revolting Youth

Gillon, Ch. 10

11/13
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:

Gillon, Ch. 11/Kallen, VI:3

11/18
The Politics of Confusion, 1974-1981
Gillon ,Ch. 12/Schaller, Ch. 3

11/20
The Reagan Years, 1981-1989

Schaller, Ch. 4

11/25
The Reagan Years



Gillon, Ch. 13

11/27
Thanksgiving Day

12/02
The Culture Wars



Gillon, Ch. 14/

12/04
The Clinton Presidency


Gillon, Ch. 16

12/09
Middle East and Other Confusions

Gillon, Ch. 17

12/11
Tying It All Together?/Paper Due

Schaller, Ch. 5; Conclusion

12/16
Final Exam/10:10

Although we will stay as close to this schedule as possible, there is always a possibility that dates may be changed.  If you miss a class, you are still responsible for being aware of any changes.






