HIS 103/History of the United States since 1877



Fall, 2003 

Instructor:  Dr. Robert Vitz

Office:  440 Landrum

Office Hours:  9:00-9:45, 11:00-11:45 MWF; 9:30-10:30, 12:30-1:00 TTh

Phone:  (859) 572-5361; E-mail: Vitz@nku.edu; Fax: (859) 572-6088

This course surveys the major social, political and economic developments that have shaped this nation’s history since 1877.  In particular, the urban and industrial turmoil of the late 19th century, the social and political reforms of the early 20th century, and the rise of the United States as a global power will be emphasized.  It is hoped that the class will encourage a lasting interest in our nation’s history, as well as provide an awareness of both the achievements and problems which have marked our nation’s past.

Required Texts:
Davidson et al., Nation of Nations, Vol. 2




J. W. T. Youngs, American Realities, Vol. 2 




Both books are available in the university bookstore.

Examinations: 
There will be three examinations, including the final, made up of both short and long essay answers.  Help in preparing for the exams is freely given.

Grading:
Exam #1
20%


Exam #2
30%


Exam #3
30%


Class Part.
20%

Class Participation:
Class participation and attendance are expected of college students,


And because of the emphasis placed on discussion, they will constitute 15% of the course grade.  Included in participation are:


Participation in class discussions; the asking and answering of questions; attendance; and, most importantly, the submission of acceptable reaction papers.  More that 2 unexcused absences will have a negative affect on your grade.  It is important to be able to speak one’s thoughts as well as to write clearly; students who dislike speaking out should be aware of this.

Reaction Papers:
Each student must submit five reaction papers, based on the assigned essays in American Realities.  Papers should be 2-3 pages in length (500-750 words), typed, and should provide your “reaction” to the essay or to an important theme within the essay.  Papers are due the day the essay is discussed in class (see attached schedule).  These papers will make up 60% of the participation grade. Late papers will receive ½ credit unless accompanied by a sufficient excuse.

Students with disabilities who require special accommodations for this course must register with the Disability Services Office (Room 320, University Center).

All students are subject to the NKU Honors Code: 

[www.nku.edu/~deanstudents/HonorCode.htm]

We will try to follow the schedule below, but the instructor reserves the right to change any part of it due to exceptional circumstances.

Assignment and Examination Schedule

Date
Topic



Davidson


Youngs



08/25
Class Organization

08/27
A New South


Chapt. 18



08/29







“Booker T. Washington”

09/01
LABOR DAY

09/03
Many Wests

09/05
Industrializing a Nation
Chapt. 19

09/08


09/10







“John Muir”

09/12
The New American City
Chapt. 20

09/15






09/17
The Politics of Reform
Chapt. 21

09/19


09/22
Progressivism


Chapt. 22

09/24

09/26







“Woman Suffrage Victory”

09/29
FIRST EXAM

10/01
Road to Power


Chapt. 23

10/03
A World at War

10/06

10/08
Tension in the Twenties
Chapt. 24

10/10







“The Scopes Trial”

10/13

10/15
Deals Old and New

Chapt. 25

10/17

10/20
FALL BREAK

10/22







“Eleanor Roosevelt”

10/24
Rise of Fascism

Chapt. 26

10/27
Road to Pearl Harbor

10/29
War at Home




10/31
Bonds, Bombs and Babies



“Bombing of Hiroshima”

11/03
SECOND EXAM

11/05
From Yalta to the Yalu
Chapt. 27

11/07


11/10

11/12
The Fifties


Chapt. 28

11/14
Civil Rights, Civil Wrongs
Chapt. 29

11/17







“Martin Luther King, Jr.”

11/19
Going to Vietnam

Chapt. 30

11/21
Departing Vietnam

11/24
Radicalism, Sixties Style


11/26
Thanksgiving Break

11/28
Thanksgiving Break

12/01
The Good, the Bad, the Ugly


12/03
The Politics of Resentment
Chapt. 31

12/05
Rise of Conservatism

Chapt. 32

12/08
The New Global Age

Chapt. 33

12/10

12/12


12/19
FINAL EXAM


