CIT 370.001:  Operating Systems Technology
Professor:   Richard Fox                     



Phone:     (859) 572-5334

Semester:  Fall 2009





Office:     ST 314

Class Meeting Time: TR 10:50 am – 12:05 pm
            

Email:     foxr@nku.edu

Class Meeting Place:  ST 361




Web:        //www.nku.edu/~foxr/

Office Hours:    MW 10:00 – 10:50 am, TR 5:00 - 6:00 pm, and by appointment

Textbook:

· The Complete Guide to Linux System Administration, Nicholas Wells, Thomson Course Technology, ISBN: 0-619-21616-6.  Supplemental materials will be made available via the Internet and/or handed out in class.
Prerequisites and Credits:

C or better in INF 260 and CIT 140.  3 Credit hours.  This is a required class for all CIT majors and minors.  
Course Topics:

Examination of the Linux operating system and how to perform system administration on a typical Linux OS.  The course includes OS topics such as file systems, process management, file protection schemes, protection and security mechanisms.  
The course will involve a combination of lectures, readings, homeworks and laboratory exercises.  There will be quizzes that cover lecture and reading material. 
Student Learning Outcomes:


By the end of this course, students will learn to:
· understand Linux and Unix operating systems and their historical significance and modern usage

· control the Linux operating system from both a GUI and command line interface as both a user and system administrator, including Linux security issues
· install the Linux OS and tailor it for specific usage including creation and management of user accounts and installation of software
· be able to write sed and awk commands and bash shell scripts
This course prepares students for more advanced topics in system administration, and computer networks.

Student Assessment:

Student grades will be determined by the student’s performance on:

· 4 quizzes and 1 final exam to test the student’s understanding of concepts

· 10-12 homework assignments to test the student’s understanding of concepts and for the student to explore Linux on their own through a variety of sources

· 22-24 laboratory exercises to test the student’s ability to use Linux
The quizzes are worth 25% of the student’s grade, the homeworks are worth 20% of the student’s grade, the laboratory exercises are worth 40% of the student’s grade and the final exam is worth 15% of the student’s grade.  The grading scale is: 

     
A: 100-93
A-: 92-90   
B+: 89-87   
B:  86-83  
B-:  82-80   


C+:  79-77     
C:  76-73   
C-:  72-70   
D+:  69-67    
D:  66-60   
F:  59-0

The last date to drop with a grade of W is Monday, November 2.

Final Exam date:  Thursday, December 17, 10:10 am – 12:10 pm, ST 361
Course Materials:

     
All lectures are available through the instructor’s course web site at http://www.nku.edu/~foxr/CIT370/cit370.html.  Please feel free to download the notes and examples at your leisure.  All handouts and assignments will be made available via this website.  Keep an eye on this website during the semester as it will be a mechanism for the dissemination of information such as corrections to assignments, hints on assignments, and expected results on assignments.

Absentee Policy


For financial aid purposes, the University is now requiring that attendance be monitored during the first three weeks of class.  Students may be administratively dropped during that time for non-attendance.  Students who miss class and wish to remain registered in class should notify their instructor.   Aside from this initial period, the instructor will not take attendance.  It is up to the student to attend class regularly and to determine what materials were missed in the event of an absence.  If an assignment is due on a date that the student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to make sure that the instructor receives the assignment prior to the beginning of class time (whether by Email or having someone reliable drop off the assignment to the instructor in his office, mailbox or classroom).  If the student is to miss a class period when a quiz or exam is being given, the student must contact the instructor in advance to make arrangements for a make-up quiz/exam, otherwise the student will receive a 0 on that quiz/exam.  
Homework and Laboratory Assignment Information and Policies:


There will be a number of homework and laboratory assignments.  Due dates will be provided when each assignment is provided to the class although some laboratory assignments will not require any type of submission and will not count toward your grade (these will be clearly denoted as exercises instead of assignments).  All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period of the due date.  Late assignments will be accepted with a penalty of 10% per day late.  All homework assignments must be word processed.  Homework assignments and laboratory assignments may be submitted to the instructor via Email if desired as long as that Email is received at least 1 hour prior to the class period when it is due.  If the Email arrives late, or is unreadable, the assignment will be considered late.  If Emailed, please use a format that you know will be accessible by the instructor.  


All homework and laboratory assignments are individual assignments meaning that students should work alone at all times except for clarification.  Students may freely discuss and seek help with laboratory exercises but not laboratory assignments.
Schedule of topics and readings:  see separate handout
Student Retention and Disabilities Services

Students experiencing roadblocks to academic success may seek assistance from Retention Coordinators in Student Retention and Assessment (SRA). Financial, personal, and social concerns sometimes interfere with the dedicated focus needed to be successful in college.  SRA helps students connect to academic and support services, create individual learning plans, and advance successfully towards graduation.  More information is available at www.nku.edu/~retention. Call 859 572 6497 for an appointment or stop by University Center 352.

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments, auxiliary aids or services) for this course must register with the Disability Services Office. Please contact the Disability Service Office immediately in the University Center, suite 320 or call 859-572-6373 for more information. Verification of your disability is required in the DSO for you to receive reasonable academic accommodation. Visit our website at http://www.nku.edu/~disability
The instructor reserves the right to alter the syllabus if circumstances dictate.

