Environmental Science Internship (ENV 396) 
3 credit hours
Meeting for this course is not mandatory. Each student is responsible for keeping a journal, making a poster and turning in her/his journal and poster on time.

Instructor:
Rebecca L. Kelley, Ph.D.

Office:

Natural Science Center (SC) Room 347

Office Hrs:



OR BY APPOINTMENT

Phone:
859-572-1409

Email:

kelleyr1@nku.edu
Position Title: Environmental Science Intern

Reports to: assigned supervisor at the location of selected internship
Classification: Temporary, 10-12 hours per week throughout the semester or equivalent amount of time. For example, 20-25 hours/week for an 8 week period.

Internship Description: The student will work with supervisory personnel to apply knowledge and skills to real world environmental problems. Individual internship experiences vary greatly
Intern Qualifications: 

1) Student majoring in Environmental Science or minoring in Environmental Studies.

2) Student must have had appropriate coursework to meet the demands of the internship description. For example, if GIS mapping or interpretation of data is required as part of the internship then student needs to have successfully completed a GIS course. 

3) Permission of Environmental Science Director and acceptance by the internship authority: e.g. Center for Applied Ecology, OKI Regional Council of Governments, Big Bonelick State Park, etc.
Student Learning Outcomes: The student will learn to apply his/her knowledge of environmental issues to solving real world problems. This may include, but is not limited to, restoration, invasive species eradication, public education projects, data analysis, urban planning, and more. 

Student Learning Assessment (Grading): The student will be evaluated based on completion of a journal and poster. 

Journal Requirements: Keep a journal of your internship activities. What project(s) are you working on? What tasks and skills does this require?  What are you learning? What information have you learned in classes at NKU that are beneficial in your internship? How do you feel about this a career for you? Journal entries should be no less than once a week. (Your journal, either hand written, in print or electronic copy) is due to me no later than Friday of the last week of classes – That is the Friday before finals week).

Poster Requirements: Take a few pictures as you learn/complete different tasks or work on different projects so you will have them for use in compiling a poster. If your internship is database or internet search type work then you may choose to use diagrams, sample spreadsheets, etc. to display the kind of work you did. The exact content and style of the poster is flexible to accommodate any and all internship experiences. 

The poster itself is to be made using powerpoint. Set the page size to 36” high by 48” wide. I will post a sample layout on Blackboard and am available to assist you in learning powerpoint or putting your poster together. In addition to pictures with captions that describe what is being shown and the importance of it, you should have a well written summary of your internship experience. The title of your poster will be: My Environmental Science Internship at ………. 
You are required to submit an electronic version of the poster. I will take care of the printing. Many students find that because of having several pictures the file is too big to upload and email. Be prepared to bring the poster to me on CD or jump drive.

GRADES: Letter grades (A, B, C, D, or F) will be assigned based on the timely completion and turn in of both the journal and the poster. Journal and poster are both due by the Last Friday of the semester (i.e. the Friday before finals week). These can be turned in electronically or in person. Your letter grade will be reduced for late turn in and/or incomplete work. The degree of grade reduction will be determined based on a proportional scale. For example, one letter grade per each day that the assignment is late. One letter grade for every two weeks of missing notes in the journal, etc.  

**NOTE – All internships are different. Though I have tried to write a syllabus which is vague enough to accommodate the variability in these experiences there may be situations which are not covered here. In such cases, simply communicate with me and we will develop a plan for both a journal and poster project that meets with your individual internship experience. 
