
 

 
CHE 400 - 001 : Chemistry Seminar 

Spring 2006 
Instructor : Prof. K.C. Russell 

Office : Natural Science Center 350 
Internet via: http://www.nku.edu/~russellk 

e-mail : russellk@nku.edu 
Phone : (859) 572 - 6110 

 
 

 
Texts: There are no texts required for this course: 

 
Class Times: 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm, Tuesday.  SC 350  
  
Office Hours: M 9:00 Ð 10:00 am; T 2:00 Ð 3:00 pm; F 11:00 am Ð 12:00 pm 

By appointment. I have an open door policy.   
 
Objectives: Students will be introduced to the following: 

(1) strategies in understanding primary literature scientific articles 
(2) how to find chemical information, using primarily electronic search 

methods  
(3) how to use Power Point and ChemDraw software 
(4) how to write a clear, succinct, abstract that adequately represents the 

talk to be given 
(5) how to present a clear, understandable chemistry seminar as an expert 

on a chosen paper.  
 
 
 
Grading Policy: Your final letter grade will be assigned on the basis of the following 

curve:   
Grade Distribution:   Grade Scale 
Homework: 75 points  517 - 575 points  =  A 
Attendance: 50 points  460 - 516 points   =  B 
Topic choice: 25 points  400 - 459 points   =  C 
Abstract: 75 points  350 - 399 points   =  D 
Dress Rehearsal Seminar: 50 points  0 - 349 points   =  F 
Seminar: 300 points    
Total 575 points    



 
Academic integrity The work in this course is subject to The Northern Kentucky University 

Student Honor code. The Honor Code is a commitment to the highest 
degree of ethical integrity in academic conduct, a commitment that, 
individually and collectively, the students of Northern Kentucky 
University will not lie, cheat, or plagiarize to gain and academic 
advantage over fellow students or avoid academic requirements.   
 
Cheating is an extremely serious offense and will not be tolerated! In 
accordance with the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, faculty 
members have the right to determine actions to be taken when a student is 
caught cheating.  Penalties for cheating can range from but are not limited 
to scores of zero on individual assignments or exams to expulsion from 
the University and does include failure of the course.  
 
Faculty members reserve the right to dismiss or to have removed a 
disruptive student from their classrooms. 

 
 

Students are responsible for reading and understanding all items 
on the syllabus.  Any items not understood must be brought to the 
attention of the instructor within the first two weeks of class. 
 
 

Note: All items on this syllabus are subject to change 
 



Seminar particulars 
 

1) Current paper 2001 or newer from one of the journals listed below (others only with 
approval). 

 
Analytical Chemistry 
Chemistry: A European Journal 
Biochemical Journal 
Biochemistry 
Cell 
Journal of the American Chemical Society 
Journal of Biological Chemistry 
Nature 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, USA 
Science 
 
The paper that you choose must not be related to research that you are conducting, nor can it 
be a paper that you will be using for another class.  
 
You will become expert on this paper, understanding its contents, background, and 
ramifications and relaying that to your audience. You will need to find a minimum of 10 
other papers that will help in the presentation of the paper you have selected.  Of these papers 
50 % must be sources which are not referenced in the paper you will be presenting.   
 
One week before the seminar you will provide the faculty with an abstract of your 
presentation and a copy of the full paper so the faculty will have time to read it.   

 
2) 25 ± 3 minutes 
3) Must include original artwork (e.g. homemade graphics to explain a concept, or extensive 

ChemDraw of chemical structures) 
4) Notes may not be used in your presentation.   
 
 


